
	[image: image1.wmf]
	EUROPEAN COMMISSION

DIRECTORATE-GENERAL 

PERSONNEL AND ADMINISTRATION

Director-General




Brussels, 15.11.2006
Message to staff 
Subject: European schools 
1- I want to inform you directly and rapidly about the debate and subsequent decision taken on November 14th by the Board of Governors of the European Schools. 

The debate started with regard to a letter from the Belgian Prime Minister to the Secretary General of the European Schools, received prior to the meeting, in which he confirms the sole offer of Berkendael underlining "the conditions which limit the options that the Host Country can put forward". 

The Presidency, the Commission and numerous delegations underlined the need for real political will on the part of the host country to reach a satisfactory solution. Several questions were raised in relation to the respect of the obligations by the host country as defined in the Convention of the European Schools and the agreement signed between the Board of Governors and the Kingdom of Belgium. 

As a result, the current Portuguese Presidency of the European Schools will write to the Belgian Prime Minister to state the profound regrets of the Board faced with the maintained Belgian position not to offer any alternatives for a transitory site in the proximity of Laeken. 

The Commission, for its part, is deeply dissatisfied by the fact that no additional proposal from the Belgian state for a transitory site close to Laeken has been made in spite of two formal requests adopted by the Board "to urge the Belgian authorities as a matter of urgency (…) to make an additional offer of another appropriate site at a location reasonably close to Laeken." (see my previous messages on 28 September and 25 October).

This is even more disappointing as we believe that certain solutions close to Laeken could have been possible. 
In these circumstances, the Commission expressed its firm request that the Belgian authorities meet with the concerned families of all the European Institutions in order to explain "the conditions that limit the options the host country can put forward" as stated in the letter of Prime Minister Verhofstadt. This request, on behalf of the Board as a whole, will be officially communicated by the Portuguese Presidency to the Belgian Authorities.

Due to the absolute necessity to have space for the new enrolments in September 2007, the Board was forced to take decisions, given the time limits involved, knowing also that parents and pupils need to have information on the future conditions and that the concerned Member States have to act soon to secure the secondment of teachers.  
Consequently, the results of the 2 votes were:

· To the question "Do you accept Berkendael?", the result was: 20 in favour, 3 abstentions (Commission, Estonia and Italy). Three Member States were not represented: UK, Spain and Slovakia.
The Commission abstained with the following declaration to the minutes:

"The Commission regrets, in the interest of the families concerned, that no complementary offer close to Laeken has been made despite a clear knowledge of the situation and hopes that the host country will consider the consequences of "the conditions which limit the options  the host country can put forward"
The Commission has consistently stated that Berkendael could represent welcome additional capacity and was in that respect an interesting offer in view of the overcrowding in the three current schools. However, the Commission has repeated many times that Berkendael, because of its' location, cannot alone represent a satisfactory solution, in particular as a transitory site which would allow good conditions for families and pupils during the  transitional period before the opening of Laeken. This statement is in line with the position adopted by the Board on its previous meetings in September and October 2006."
· To the question "Do you accept Berkendael as the transitory site to Laeken?", the result of the vote was: 21 in favour, 1 against (Commission), 1 abstention (Estonia). Three Member States were not represented: UK, Spain and Slovakia.
As a consequence of this decision, Berkendael will be opened in September 2007 for the nursery and primary sections to be transferred later to Laeken (FR, EN, DE, IT, NL as well as Romanian and Bulgarian pupils) (see decision of the Board of Governors of 26 April 2006).
The Commission's position has been constantly in line with that of the parents' associations and staff committees, and it deeply regrets that this unanimous standpoint based on human considerations has not been respected by the host country.

2- Future of the European school system
There were also other important developments, which are very positive, concerning the European Schools system during the week. 

On the 13th of November, Vice-President Kallas and the EU Ministers in charge of the European schools met to draw up the framework for the future evolution of the system. This meeting was the result of the process set up through the High Level Group under the previous Dutch and the current Portuguese Presidencies. This development on the political level contains several key elements: 
1) The principle of opening up the European schooling system in locations where, among others, European agencies are about to be established.  In these cases, the European Union would pay a contribution in proportion to the number of EU staff children attending. 
2) Independently of the existence of an EU agency or Institution, the possibilities to have accredited schools that are habilitated to issue the European baccalaureate will be considered via a pilot project for the Member States that decide to participate. 
3) The need for a reform of the governance aspects, giving greater autonomy to the schools while balancing this with greater accountability in pedagogical issues and in aspects of management and finance.
For more complete information about the informal ministerial meeting see:

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/06/1560&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
I will continue to keep you informed of future major developments.
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