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Workshop 2: Languages and new pedagogical methods

The session of the working group started off with several short presentations. 

Mrs. Robba talked about the teaching of religion. She could understand that the subject could perhaps no longer be taught in the Mother Tongue of the pupil in all cases, but insisted that the second language should only be used when the group had sufficient knowledge of the language. She also expressed the hope that religion would get within the schools a function going beyond mere tuition of the subject.  
Mrs. Da Torre discussed the situation of Students without a Language Section (SWALS). She pointed out that being a SWALS should not be looked upon as a problem, but is in many respects also an advantage. Several schools note higher baccalaureate marks for these pupils. MotherTongue tuition stays vital and the reduction of teaching periods should be abandoned. Having sciences taught in the Mother Tongue is not essential. Mrs. Da Torre made several recommendations based on her experience.
Mr. Chatel shared his experience as a teacher in various education systems. 

He sees schools as environments where people learn to live together. The cultivation of differences and identities allows to come to personal testimonies of families and children that are excellent means to incite empathy. European Schools do not have the monopoly of the project “living together”. National education systems should also try to Europeanize. 
Mrs. Bauer talked about pupils with Special Educational Needs (SEN). She pointed out that in this and other fields the ambitious programs approved by the Board of Governors need to be met by the creation of the appropriate conditions allowing the staff to meet the new challenges. Also the system needs to be flexible enough to adapt to evolutions in the school population.
During the discussion that followed the presentations several points were acknowledged, such as:

· the importance and support that the parents attach to the European Schools  also today,

· the importance of Mother Tongue tuition, with the allocation of a sufficient number of teaching periods and satisfying infrastructure,

· the wish to integrate SEN pupils in the regular classes,

· the recognition that the number of SWALS in a class determines the consequences for all pupils in that group,
· the fact that the distribution of agencies and other centres with EU staff over the Member States leads to problems to find or establish suitable education,
· the need for flexibility in the system to allow the system as well as the individual schools to deal with the challenges they face

