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	European School RheinMain

Theodor-Heuss-Str. 65, 61118 Bad Vilbel

Tel.: +49 (0) 6101 505 66 0 
Fax: +49 (0) 6101 505 66 90 

Email: info@es-rm.eu




Introduction
ESRM opened its doors for the first generation of students on 2. September 2012. 

350 students, divided over the grades 1 to 5 in Primary School and 1 to 4 in Secondary School in a German and an English Language section started their school careers in one of the new accredited schools for European Schooling. In September 2013 the number of students had increased to 625, divided over the grades P1 to S5 in the German and the English section.

ESRM is governed by a non-profit organisation (gemeinnützige GmbH). The purpose built premises are property of the Eigenbetriebe der Stadtwerke Bad Vilbel and are at the disposal of the ESRM on the basis of a long term lease.

In spring 2013, due to the enormous demand for European Schooling in the Rhein-Main area, the construction of a second school building on the campus was started. This new building is foreseen to house the entire Primary school and the newly to be opened Pre Primary school as of September 2014. January 2014 a newly built four field sports hall on campus will be at the disposal of our students and their teachers.

ESRM follows the Curriculum of the European Schools in the content of the syllabi and its pedagogical execution, a fact that has been underlined by the audit carried out in the week from 20th to 23rd November 2012.

The relevant educational authority of the Land Hessen has granted the German section of the ESRM the status of “genehmigte Ersatzschule” (“Grundschule” and “Gymnasiale Mittelstufe”).

At this point in time the number of teachers has reached up to 54 from which 21 are active in the Primary School and 33 in the Secondary School. There are 23 members of staff in a non-teaching capacity (part-time and full-time).

In total, children of 24 nationalities are visiting the school as pupils of the English and the German section, which count respectively 192 and 433 students. The school may consider opening a third language section when the need would arise, however, only upon consultation with the relevant authorities.

The maximum number of pupils per class is set at 24 and only in highly exceptional cases this maximum can fluctuate. Generous funds for SWALS, learning support (SEN included) are foreseen in the school’s budget, specialist teachers and logistics are available. More details with respect to buildings, material and other facilities are summarised in the above mentioned audit report. 

With the aim to be prepared for the start of the final cycle of European Schooling in year 6 and 7, the school has already planned the whole process in the framework of careers advising, subject choices, availability of qualified and experienced teachers, spatial provisions, and further aspects of guiding the year 5 students on their way towards the final orientation and the European Baccalaureate. 

We would like to take this opportunity to express our gratitude to the European School System for consulting and guiding us during this process. 

Description of the school

A. General Information

1. Contact details of the school

	European School RheinMain



	Address:
	Theodor-Heuss-Str. 65, D-61118 Bad Vilbel, Germany

	Telephone:
	+49 (0) 6101 505 66 0

	Facsimile:
	+49 (0) 6101 505 66 90

	Email:
	info@es-rm.eu

	Website:
	www.es-rm.eu


2. Status

	Private school
	

	Funding of the school
	
	

	· Public
	Yes ☒
	No ☐

	· Private
	Yes ☒
	No ☐


3. Structure of the school

	Teaching levels:


	
	

	Nursery (starting in September 2014)


	Yes ☒
	No ☐

	· Number of years: 

2 years
	
	

	· Pupils’ ages: 

4 and 5
	
	

	Primary


	Yes ☒
	No ☐

	· Number of years: 

5 years
	
	

	· Pupils’ ages:


6 to 10
	
	

	Secondary


	Yes ☒
	No ☐

	· Number of years: 

7 years
	
	

	· Pupils’ ages:


11 to 18




4. Number of pupils of the school in 2013/2014, forecast for 2014/2015)
	Number of pupils per teaching level:



	Year
	2013/2014
	2014/2015 (forecast)

	Nursery
	n/a
	72

	Primary
	307
	425

	Secondary
	318
	403


5. Management

	Director
	Full-time

	Managing Director
	Full-time

	Financial Manager
	Full-time

	Head(s) of teaching levels:
	

	· Head of Studies Primary School
	Full-time

	· Head of Studies Secondary School
	Full-time

	Subject Coordinators:
	

	· Secondary (7)
	Part-time

	· Primary (7)
	Part-time

	Pedagogical Advisors (5)
	Part-time

	Other:
	

	· Secretaries (4)
	Full-time

	· Librarian (1)
	Full-time

	· School nurse (1)
	Full-time

	· Facility Manager (1)
	Full-time


6. Decision making bodies

	Name: Europäische Schule RheinMain gGmbH



	Name: Humanistische Stiftung




B. European Schooling

	       Introduction of European schooling in the whole school.


	   Yes ☒
	No ☐

	       Introduction of European schooling in one section or one 
       part of  the school


	   Yes ☐
	No ☒

	       Prior existence in the school of international and/or 
       bilingual   schooling other than European schooling.
	   Yes ☐
	No ☒


1. Mission Statement

The mission of ESRM is to provide multi-lingual and multi-national education of the highest standard possible for students in Primary and Secondary in continuous respect for their diverse background and endeavoring to help the students to fulfil their respective potential within the framework of the curriculum of the European Schools. 

In this endeavor it is the school’s aim and intention to follow not only the curriculum of the European Schools into detail but even more so the rules and regulations and the pedagogical stipulations as far as they are applicable.

In order to assure quality of education we envisage the following measures and policy intentions.

· Substantial increase in teaching periods beyond the stipulations set by the Rules of the European Schools to facilitate effective and realistic differentiation in core subjects

· Continue to welcome children with learning difficulties (learning support and SEN),  without forgetting the needs of very able children and to foresee these facilities that enable us to deal with differences between students in our budgets

· Given the substantial differences between the levels and the competences of the students of our very young school, differentiation within classes and, if needed, streaming (for a limited period of time), are measures that have and will have our constant attention, also with a view on the necessary financial possibilities to get these measures into force 

· Increase the quantity and the quality of extra-curricular activities in the Primary School and in the Secondary School, specifically in the artistic and cultural area

· Continuously work to improve communication and co-ordination between the Primary School and the Secondary School (transition, common projects between P5 and S1; information evenings for subject choices in S1)

· Maintaining and extending an efficient internal structure through all layers of the school with the aim to promote cooperation, common planning and harmonisation within and across sections (subject and year coordinators)

· Maximum coverage of all lessons. The already existing “shadow time table” is permanently refined and developed. Every teacher in Primary and in Secondary is expected to be at the school’s disposal, depending on the number of periods taught per week, for occasional replacement and similar activities, with a maximum of 4 periods per week. This system enables the school administration to run the “shadow timetable”

· In-service-training of teaching Staff (offered by the European Schools system and by local authorities), self-evaluation and continuous assessment with the sole objective to provide guidance where appropriate

· Establish methods and tools for fruitful self-evaluation in cooperation with external expertise

· To foster tolerance, cooperation, dialogue and respect by constantly reviewing our ways of communicating within the school community, to further develop our set of agreements about how to live together in and around the school despite differences, to update our child-protection-policy, anti-bullying-policy and our programme for healthy living

· To maintain the current high level of canteen facilities, not only in view of the stimulating surroundings and the high quality of the food but also in the context of appropriate social behaviour and in appreciation for the meal and the consequences there of 
· To keep on focusing on a rich and varied offer for the mother tongue and the foreign languages with the aim to further meet the needs of our heterogenic school population

· Importance of language one must be a constant priority. In this context the continuous development of the library and its integration into day to day teaching has a high importance

· To promote cross-section, cross-cultural, cross-national and European projects and activities with the aim to respect the individual cultural identity and at the same time the role as a European citizen. It is the strong wish from the school to participate in as many inter-European Schools projects as possible

· To focus the students’ awareness for the positive consequences of their/our own action (human rights, appreciating different cultures) both within the ESRM and in the context of EU Policies.

· To develop greater awareness of environmental issues both globally and locally.

2. Organisation of European schooling

a) Teaching levels planned:

	Nursery (starting September 2014)
	Yes ☒
	No ☐

	Primary
	Yes ☒
	No ☐

	Secondary
	Yes ☒
	No ☐


          Number of pupils: (2013/2014)

	Number of pupils per teaching level in each language section:



	
	Section EN
	Section DE
	Total

	Nursery
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a

	Primary
	84
	223
	307

	Secondary
	108
	210
	318


	Number of pupils per year group in each language section:



	
	Section EN
	Section DE
	Total

	N1
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a

	N2
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a

	P1
	8
	57
	65

	P2
	20
	48
	67

	P3
	17
	19
	36

	P4
	18
	51
	69

	P5
	21
	48
	69

	S1
	19
	55
	74

	S2
	23
	33
	56

	S3
	19
	47
	66

	S4
	24
	39
	63

	S5
	23
	36
	59

	Total
	192
	433
	625


	Specific tuition in the language of the section for pupils without their own language section


	Yes ☒
	No ☐

	Provision of mother tongue teaching for pupils without a section in the language in question
	Yes ☒
	No ☐

	· by a teacher from the actual school
	Yes ☒
	No ☐

	· using distance learning techniques
	Yes ☒
	No ☐

	· in cooperation with the European Schools (foreseen)
	Yes ☐
	No ☐

	· in cooperation with other schools or with embassies


	Yes ☐
	No ☒

	Provision of vehicular languages as L2, which are:
	Yes ☒
	No ☐

	· FR
	Yes ☒
	No ☐

	· EN
	Yes ☒
	No ☐

	· DE


	Yes ☒
	No ☐

	Tuition in the language of the country
	Yes ☒
	No ☐

	Status of this tuition:
	
	

	· Compulsory
	Yes ☐
	No ☒

	· Optional


	Yes ☒
	No ☐

	Number of pupils studying the language of the country as:
	
	

	· L1
	433
	

	· L2
	192
	

	· L3
	0
	

	· L4
	0
	


b) Curriculum:

	Syllabuses in primary education
	
	

	· National
	Yes ☐
	No ☒

	· European Schools
	Yes ☒
	No ☐

	· Mixed (please give details)
	Yes ☐
	No ☒

	· Specific (please give details)


	Yes ☐
	No ☒

	Syllabuses in secondary education, up to secondary year 5 (inclusive)
	
	

	· National
	Yes ☐
	No ☒

	· European Schools
	Yes ☒
	No ☐

	· Mixed (please give details)
	Yes ☐
	No ☒

	· Specific (please give details)


	Yes ☐
	No ☒

	European schooling in secondary year 6 and 7


	
	

	Anticipated date of organisation of the first year 6

	2014/2015
	

	· Application for accreditation for these years currently before the Board of Governors
	Yes ☒
	No ☐

	· Teaching organised in cooperation with a fully-fledged European School
	Yes ☒
	No ☐

	· Teaching exactly following the European Schools’ syllabuses
	Yes ☒
	No ☐

	· Preparation of candidates for the European Baccalaureate
	Yes ☒
	No ☐

	· Wish to organise the European Baccalaureate in the school


	Yes ☒
	No ☐

	Anticipated date of organisation of the first European Baccalaureate session


	2016
	

	· Career or higher education options guidance organised in secondary years 6 and 7
· Which: Careers advisors will give orientation lessons, excursions, expert visits, etc.

	Yes ☒
	No ☐

	Teaching materials and equipment
	
	

	· School books and textbooks

· Material in use is chosen from two perspectives: to cover the syllabi of the European Schools and to reach the maximum equivalence to material used in the respective national systems

· Specific material issued the European School System: Intermath, Eurobio, Mediterranian World
	Yes ☒
	No ☐

	· Computers
	Yes ☒
	No ☐

	· Multimedia libraries
	Yes ☒
	No ☐

	· Library books/works of reference
	Yes ☒
	No ☐

	· Scientific experimentation equipment/apparatus
	Yes ☒
	No ☐

	· Others: interactive whiteboards
	Yes ☒
	No ☐


3. Additional information

a) Weekly timetables:

	By teaching level
	

	· Nursery 
	Monday – Wednesday:
08.30 – 15.10

Thursday – Friday:
08.30 – 13.10

	· Primary P1-P2
	Monday – Wednesday: 
08.30 – 15.10

Thursday – Friday: 

08.30 – 13.10

	· Primary P3-P5
	Monday – Thursday: 

08.30 – 15.10
Friday:
08.30 – 13.10

	· Secondary
	Daily either: 

08.30 – 15.10
Monday – Friday:

08.30 – 16.00


	Length of periods (in minutes) by teaching level
	

	· Nursery
	30 minutes

	· Primary P1-P2
	30 minutes

	· Primary P3-P5
	45 minutes

	· Secondary
	45 minutes

	Or number of hours allocated to subjects per term/semester or year: In complete accordance with the requirements of the curriculum of the European School System as stipulated and decided by the BoG


b) School calendar:

	Number of school days per year:
	180
	

	Division of the school year into:
	
	

	· Terms
	Yes ☐
	No ☒

	· Semesters


	Yes ☒
	No ☐

	Breakdown of school holidays:
	
	

	· One week in October
	
	

	· Approx. two weeks at Christmas
	
	

	· One week in February
	
	

	· Two weeks at Easter
	
	

	One week in May

	· Approx. nine weeks in Summer



	In accordance with the stipulations of the BoG. Beginning and end of academic year are applied as communicated by the Central Office.


c) Assessment of pupils:

	Frequency of reporting (school reports)

	At the end of both semesters (= twice a year)

	· Additional November and April reports



	Type of assessment
	
	

	· Formative
	Yes ☒
	No ☐

	· Summative


	Yes ☒
	No ☐

	Class councils
	Yes ☒
	No ☐


Given the different pedagogical backgrounds and consequently different cultures in assessing students, teaching Staff in the ESRM has been informed about the assessment policy in the European Schools System during the induction week in August, with ample opportunity to exchange views. The methods and practises of assessment are continuously developed and evaluated with the aim to maintain maximum harmonisation.

Assessment in Primary school

Nursery

Assessment in the Nursery cycle will follow the document 2011-01-D-15-en-3 Early Education Curriculum.

Primary School
Assessment in the Primary School is performed in accordance with the document, Guidelines for Primary Education 2006-D-105-en-7.

Formative assessment is a regular part of the daily routine, based on questioning, observation, discussion and analysis to check understanding.

Teachers use the school report, which is harmonised across the language sections, as a tool for communication between the school and the family. The school report gives details of the progress made over the school year and summarises knowledge and skills required to be promoted to the following year.

Communication with parents on skills development occurs at three points in the year:

In November, the communication is in the form of an individual meeting with families on the basis of cross-curricular skills and behaviour in academic and social situations in school.

Biannual summative assessment is required for reports which are detailed to parents in February and July. Pupils’ results are assessed on the basis of specifically defined competences for each subject. For the assessment of competences teachers will use the four boxes provided for this purpose in the school report:

•the competence has not been acquired

•the competence has been partially acquired

•the competence can be used confidently and applied appropriately

•the competence can be used confidently and applied appropriately and independently in new situations

For each competence, in each of the subjects, and on the basis of observations and of tests done in class, the teacher will indicate the standard of attainment. The pattern of development during the year will be indicated by explicit signs on the reverse side of the cover of the school report.

In February the first written report identifies progress made in skill achievement of the aspects of the curriculum covered so far.

In July, the written report with the same range of skills is re-examined to highlight further areas of the curriculum that have been addressed and indicate further progress or regression during the second half of the school year.

The class council takes place before the report is issued to parents and its purpose is to establish whether promotion to the next school year is in a pupils best interest, in the case of the final year report indicating lack of achievement of skills in the four core subjects.

The last page of the school report:

•summarises performance in the four main subjects (Mother Tongue, Mathematics, Language 2, Exploring Our World)

•gives details of the date of the meeting (November) with the pupil’s legal representatives, absences and the support which the pupil has received

•indicates the Class Council’s decision as to whether the pupil should be promoted or should repeat the year.

Assessment in Secondary school

Assessment is deliberately based on the requirements of the syllabuses and on the official instructions of the European School System with respect to the acquisition of competences. It is formative in nature in the case of oral or written exercises done in class or at home: the teachers make every effort to highlight constructively the progress made and other positive elements; they take advantage of tests set to differentiate their pedagogical approach and the pace at which each pupil is expected to progress.

The marking criteria are those defined by the General Rules of the European Schools; the term mark and the final mark reflect all the observations and results available to the teacher of the subject concerned. 
For assessment purposes, the teachers use a marking scale of 0 to 10. 

Parents receive a school report each semester written in accordance with the provisions of the General Rules of the European Schools. The management and teachers keep families informed on a regular basis about the progress of pupils’ schooling, the November and April reports give pupils and parents indication marks per subject. Parent-teacher meetings are organised per each semester. 

d) Provision for SEN (special educational needs) pupils:

SEN (Special Educational Needs) pupils are integrated in accordance with the Rules and stipulations of the European Schools. (Reference documents: 2012-05-D-14-en-7 and 2012-05-D-15-en-8)

	e) Learning Support:

Extra tuition
	Yes ☒
	No ☐

	Catch-up classes
	Yes ☒
	No ☐

	· In which subjects: L1, L2, L3, Maths, Economics
	
	

	Individualised lessons
	Yes ☒
	No ☐

	Small group lessons
	Yes ☒
	No ☐


f) Extra-curricular activities

	Activities offered

	· In the school
	Yes ☒
	No ☐

	· Outside the school
	Yes ☒
	No ☐

	Organised by
	
	

	· The school
	Yes ☒
	 No ☐

	· Parents’ association Charges
	Yes ☒
	No ☐

	· Varies, most activities are free of charge
	
	


g) Communication with parents

	Means
	
	

	· School reports
	Yes ☒
	No ☐

	· Meetings
	Yes ☒
	No ☐

	· Mail
	Yes ☒
	No ☐

	· Internet/Website
	Yes ☒
	No ☐

	· Newsletter
	Yes ☒
	No ☐

	· Open consultation hour by the school management (daily)
	Yes ☒
	No ☐

	· School agenda
	Yes ☒
	No ☐

	· Parents handbook
	Yes ☒
	No ☐

	· Students handbook secondary


	Yes ☒
	No ☐

	Type of meetings or interviews
	
	

	· Parents’ evenings
	Yes ☒
	No ☐

	· Individual meetings with teachers


	Yes ☒
	No ☐

	Frequency of meetings
	
	

	· Depending on the year group 2 to 5 meetings
	
	


h) Links with the European School System:

	Links with the European Schools System
	Yes ☒
	No ☐

	· Teachers participating in INSET organised by the European School System


	
	

	Links with one European School in particular
	Yes ☒
	No ☐

	· Schools

· ES Bergen

· ES Strasbourg

· ES Karlsruhe
· Areas

· ES Bergen: 

Teacher training and material

· ES Strasbourg: 
Exchanges of students and 


teachers/material

· ES Karlsruhe: 
Teacher training and material, 

consulting 
	
	


i) Information for pupils and guidance:

	Starting primary 5 in the framework of transition

	Guidance in S1 for subject choices for S2

	Guidance in S2 for subject choices for S3

	Guidance in S3 for subject choices for S4

	Guidance in S5 for subject choices for S6 and S7 (Baccalaureate)


j) Careers guidance for secondary pupils:

	University applications

	Professional guidance


C. Staff

a) Number of teachers:

	Number of Teachers
	Nursery/Primary
	Secondary
	Total

	Full time
	16
	22
	38

	Part time
	5
	11
	16



	Number and (%) of qualified teachers
	Nursery/Primary
	Secondary
	Total

	Full time
	16
	22
	38

	Part time
	5
	11
	16


b) Recruitment of teachers:

	Recruitment of teachers organised in cooperation with the educational authorities of the country in which they are qualified and registered to teach.

	Yes ☐
	No ☒

	Recruitment of teachers based on the stipulation of the educational authorities of the country in which they are qualified and registered to teach.

	Yes ☒
	No ☐


c) Teacher’s qualifications:

	Teachers of languages are native speakers of the language in which they teach.

	Yes ☒
	No ☐

	Teachers are holders of the academic and professional qualifications required to teach the subject in question in the country or countries (in case of a language spoken in several countries) in the language in which they teach
	Yes ☒
	No ☐


d) Evaluation of teacher’s performance:

	By the head
	Yes ☒
	No ☐

	By the local educational authority
	Yes ☒
	No ☐

	Regularly in consultation with the local educational authority
	Yes ☒
	No ☐


e) In-Service training of teachers:

	Training Institution

	· The school

· Regional (State of Hessen) educational authority

European School System

	Frequency

	varies


D. Buildings and facilities

	Purpose-built premises for European schooling
	Yes ☒
	No ☐

	· Area (38.000 m2)
	
	

	Number of classrooms (43)
	
	

	· Libraries (2)
	
	


	· Sport hall (4 fields, equipped for competitions)
	
	

	· ICT rooms (3)
	
	

	· Art rooms (3)
	
	

	· Music rooms (3)
	
	

	· Others (8)
	
	

	Number of specially equipped laboratories for science lessons (4)
	
	

	Number of computers in classrooms
	
	

	· Each class room (1-4) 
	
	

	· ICT rooms (21-25)
	
	

	· Library(6)
	
	

	· Music room (13) 
	
	

	· Art room (2)
	
	

	Number of additional Tablets (25)
	
	

	Smartboards: one in each class room
	
	


E. Annexes
	1. Extracurricular activities offered by the school

	2. Organisation of Learning Support

	3. Planning for the implementation of the Baccalaureate

	4. ESRM Fact Sheet


Annex 1: Extracurricular activities offered by the school 2013/2014
	      Primary
	     Secondary

	· Early years music

· World dance

· Scottish Country Dancing

· Primary Theatre

· Collaboration with the Burgfestspiele

· Christmas sewing

· Jewellery Club

· Creative writing

· Schreib- und Erzählwerkstatt

· Maths games

· Mäuse-Schach Club

· Debating

· Spanish beginners/native speakers

· Russian beginners/native speakers
	· Choir

· Music Band

· School Soccer Team 

· Science Symposium

· Orchestra

· Jogging Club

· Model United Nations

· Musical

· Drama

· Francophone Club

· Club Hispano

· Digital Movie


Annex 2: Organization of Learning Support
Primary School

A broad ability and experience range in pupils in the transient population in European Primary schools is normal and to be expected. Handling such differences is an automatic part of the teaching task and a variety of approaches are possible. Last year, our first year, the school community was not what would be normally seen in a European School and as an exception some year groups were streamed. In order for ESRM to remain compliant with the ES model, streaming must remain last year’s exception.

Differentiation in the Primary school

The curriculum for all European Schools is defined by the Board of Governors and is available via the school website. The books that are identified in the booklists on the website by teaching staff are in-line with the curriculum and in many cases used in several European Schools.

During the first 2-3 weeks of the new school year L2 teachers have the task of identifying the ability level of all pupils in the class across the range of language skills. This is documented in a Pupil Language Profile as defined by the ES system.

Pupil language profiles allow the L2 teachers to recommend and implement various differentiation options:

Pupils of similar ability may be grouped together, some receiving more direct teacher attention while others work more independently.

Pupils of different abilities may be grouped together sharing aspects of learning tasks according to their experience and ability/learning goals. One pupil may have a grammatical role, one focusing on vocabulary, one using their artistic talents, another using their good pronunciation and yet another acting as a consultant.

Pupils at opposite ends of the ability spectrum may assist each other in preparation for marked work; one taking the teaching role, the other that of the pupil.

Some pupils may be identified as likely to benefit from the Learning Support scheme:

Some pupils may be extracted from L2 in preference for L1 immersion over a period of up to two years.

Some pupils may be extracted from the normal L2 class to receive intensive small group teaching in L2.

Some pupils may be offered additional exposure/extension in L2 either during L2 lesson time or at an additional time perhaps working with L1 pupils.

Learning Support options are flexible and can be short and intense or long-term.

All of the differentiation options are flexible and some or all possibilities would be expected to take place in all L2 classrooms over the course of the school year. Streaming inhibits this flexibility to a large extent.

Whatever curriculum topic is being covered and whatever textbook is being used to complement the curriculum, learning can take place through language extension and enrichment by differentiation in the classroom.

Secondary School

Aims:

Different forms and levels of support are provided in European schools. Students may experience difficulty in a particular aspect of a subject and may need to ‘catch up’ due to a late arrival in school or illness or could be working in their non-mother tongue.

Students may need additional help with acquiring effective learning strategies or study skills. Such support should be given to small groups and is ideally short term, and provided in small groups. Each student will have an Individual Learning Plan (ILP) that includes specific learning objectives and criteria for evaluating his/her progress and the level of the support.

Eligibility and procedure for learning support:

It is important to provide support to students who are in need, however, it is not for all students and should be targeted to specific cases. Before accepting a student in learning support, a discussion between teachers, learning support coordinator and Head of Studies will take place in order to assess the needs.

The criteria to place a student in learning support are as follows:

· Late arrival/needs to ‘catch-up”

· Special educational needs

· Language difficulties in L1/L2/L3

· Difficulties in understanding important concepts in Maths.

Current learning support classes at ESRM:

We are currently offering the following classes:

· English for complete beginners in S1/S2/S3/S5 in L1 or L2. (These classes offer an emphasis on speaking with a view of helping students to speak confidently; and developing further the use of vocabulary and grammar.)

· Regular English classes are offered in S1/S2/S3/S4/S5 in L1/L2. 
(Emphasis on reading/speaking/listening/writing for students who need training on a specific grammatical concept) 

· Spanish and French classes are offered in L3 to classes in S2/S3/S4/S5.

· Maths support is offered and targeted at students who have difficulties understanding important maths concepts, and need to ‘catch-up’ as soon as possible.

Annex 3: Planning for the implementation of the Baccalaureate
General Information

The implementation of the European Baccalaureate at the ESRM is considered to be a very complex process, which starts with the exams in year S5 and the subject choices for S6 and S7. For this purpose, the school has collected examples of S5 exams in school year 2012/2013 in each subject and has provided all teachers of ESRM with these examples after an information session during the induction week in August.

Preparation for years S6 and S7 for the students of S5

In the first semester of school year 2013/2014 all subject coordinators have discussed the exams in S5 as well as the topics of the European dimension and differentiation in class with their subject colleagues. The exams from previous years of other European schools are the foundation for this. The focus of the respective departmental bodies is the content-related harmonisation of the exams as well as the assessments. The harmonised exams will be created by the respective subject teachers of the language sections and are to be handed in to the Head of Studies by the beginning of November or mid-May respectively. The exams take place in mid-December and mid-June. The organisation and execution of the exams is in line with the regulations of the European school system.

All students of S5 will be informed about the process of subject choices and the consequences for the BAC exams in a detailed manner. In the course of the career advising, career advisors have organised a first meeting with the students in the first semester of the school year 2013/2014.

For the school year 2013/14 the following appointments are scheduled in the framework of career advising:

· November 2013: The director visits all S5 classes.

· November 2013: Meeting between students, career advisors and class teachers – general information for years S6 and S7.

· November 2013: The German career advisors of the Agentur für Arbeit have conducted the first individual interviews with the students of S5.

· November 2013: Parents‘ evenings for all S5 students as well as their parents with the following topics:

· Subject choices S6 and S7: Compulsory and Optional Courses

· Rules of the European Baccalaureate (written and oral exams)

· Marking system

· Parents and students receive a brochure with necessary information on all subjects 

· Until January 20th: „Trial choice“ for all S5 students. The pedagogical advisors are assembling the first data, which will be accessible for class teachers as well as career advisors. At the class conference of the first semester, subject choices are reviewed by the subject teachers to see whether they would recommend the respective choices.

· February 2014: Final subject choices of S5 for years S6 and S7. The pedagogical advisors are preparing the data for the career advisors, class teachers and Head of Studies as well as the timetable planner.

· Until April 2014: the timetable planner reviews whether the subject choices of all students can be implemented. If necessary, talks with parents and students are scheduled.

· June 2014: Final revision of the subject choices during the class conference at the end of the school year.

It goes without saying that the school is trying to implement the subject choices of all students. The offered courses of years 6 and 7 are all in line with the rules and regulations of the European schools as stipulated in the decisions of the Board of Governors. All subjects, for which L2 is the prescribed working language, will of course be taught in this language (history and geography). The same is foreseen for economics.

Preparation for the subject teachers

In school year 2013/2014 a BAC-Archive will be created, which will contain written as well as oral exams for the exam subjects. During the induction week for school year 2014/2015 in August 2014, all requirements for the written and oral exams will be discussed with the teachers and the document Arrangements for implementing the regulations for the European Baccalaureate will be worked through. All teachers will have access to the BAC-Archive.

Just like the exams for S5, harmonised exams for S6 will be prepared by the teaching subject teachers. Again these exams will have to be handed in by the beginning of November or mid-May respectively. The exams will take place in mid-December or mid-June respectively. Their organisation and execution is based on the rules of the European School system (authorised material aids, time allocated, etc.)

The promotion conference at the end of the school year 2014/2015 is especially taking into account possible difficulties of certain students in regard to the achievement of the general higher education entrance qualification. These are to be discussed with the students. A respective support will be planned for the following school year.

The first BAC-year at the ESRM – the school year 2015/2016

During the induction week the rules for the exams as well as the assessment criteria will again be discussed with the teachers (Document: Arrangements for implementing the regulations for the European Baccalaureate).

At the beginning of September all students and parents of S7 will be invited to a parents‘ evening in which they will be informed about the following:

· Rules of the oral and written BAC exams

· Marking system

· Preparation of the graduates 

At the end of September students announce their choices of exam subjects for the BAC. The respective subject teachers are partaking as counsellors in this decision making process. The PreBAC, will be held as a harmonised exam at the end of January/the beginning of February 2016. The respective subject teachers are creating the exam together and decide on the assessment criteria, based on the regulations of the European School system. The exams for the Pre-Bac are to be handed in to the Head of Studies by the beginning of December. The written and oral exams are following the schedule of the European Schools. 

Students will be prepared for the oral exams of the BAC by 1-3 so called mock-exams. To clarify the rules for the assessment of oral exams to all students, subject teachers will distribute short summaries of the criteria to their examination candidates. The mock-exams will take place outside regular class hours. The first mock-exam will be held as early as before the Easter holidays. All subject teachers are able to present schedules for the mock-exams. Logically the last mock-exam (or the last two of them) will be held between the written and the oral BAC exam. The school year 2015/2016 ends with the ceremony of the first European Baccalaureate at the European School RheinMain.

Annex 4: Fact Sheet

School Year 2012/2013

	Opening of ESRM
	2. September 2012

	School
	38.000 m2 basic area (Campus)

  7.800 m2 effective area (School building)

 43 class rooms

   8 special rooms

	School forms
	Primary School, Secondary School

	Language sections
	German, English

	L I (mother tongue)
	All European Languages are offered

	L II (1. Foreign language)
	German, English, French

	Staff
	Teaching staff: 49 

Administration: 10

Employees: 7

	Students
	407 Students from 20 Nations with

13 different mother tongues

	Further offers
	According to the rules and stipulations of the European Schools 

e.g. SWALS Support, Learning Support


School Year 2013/2014

	School
	38.000 m2 basic area (Campus)

  7.800 m2 effective area (School building)

  1.886 m2 effective area (Sports hall)

 43 class rooms

   8 special rooms

	School forms
	Primary School, Secondary School

	Language Sections
	German, English

	L I (mother tongue)
	All European Languages are offered

	L II (1. Foreign language)
	German, English, French

	Staff 
	Teaching staff: 54

Administration:12

Employees: 9

	Students
	630 Students from

24 Nations with

16 different mother tongues

	Further offers
	According to the rules and stipulations of the European Schools 

e.g. SWALS Support, Learning Support


School Year 2014/2015

	School
	38.000 m2 basic area (Campus)

15.589 m2 effective area (School building)

1.886 m2 effective area (Sports hall)

86 class rooms

15 special rooms

	School forms
	Pre-Primary, Primary School, Secondary School

	Language Sections
	German, English

	L I (mother tongue)
	All European Languages are offered

	L II (1. Foreign language)
	German, English, French

	Staff 
	Teaching staff: 64 

Administration:12

Employees: 9

	Students
	828 Registrations (as of: 18.10.2013)

	Further offers
	According to the rules and stipulations of the European Schools 

e.g. SWALS Support, Learning Support


OPINION OF THE JOINT TEACHING COMMITTEE

During its meeting of 13 and 14 February 2014, the Joint Teaching Committee examined the conformity file presented by the Europaïsche Schule RheinMain, Bad Vilbel requesting agreement for the years S6-S7 and European baccalaureate. The Joint Teaching Committee gave a favorable opinion on the document.

The Committee recommends therefore that the Board of Governors should accept it as the second phase of the accreditation procedure for the years S6-S7 and Baccalaureate.
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