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I. Introduction
Category II pupils are pupils covered by particular agreements or decisions, each involving specific rights and obligations for the pupils concerned. 

At its meeting of 25 and 26 October 2005, the Board of Governors rejected, in the context of the setting up of the Brussels IV School, the acceptance of any additional category II contracts in the Brussels European Schools until the Brussels IV School was fully operational. 

At its meeting in Oxford of 18-20 April 2012, the Board of Governors was informed by the Secretary-General of the request made by several organisations to be able to sign category II contracts in Brussels. The Board of Governors expressed the wish that prior to any decision-making, a list of the companies interested in signing such an agreement be communicated at its next meeting.  

Such an overview was provided to the Budgetary Committee in November and to the meeting of the Board of Governors in December 2012
 (see also overview hereunder).

Finally, the Board of Governors was asked by written procedure
 to mandate the Secretary-General of the European Schools to negotiate new financing agreements with new partners, but this proposal did not find the necessary unanimous support of the Board.

II. Overview of the current situation
1. Existing category II contracts in Brussels
In Brussels, a category II agreement has been concluded firstly, with the Eurocontrol organisation. Children of its expatriate employees are thus entitled to automatic admission to the European Schools as from primary year 1 subject to payment of school fees; the agreement is valid for all the Brussels European Schools. 

Secondly, category II agreements have also been signed with some ten companies, including Procter & Gamble and Solvay, the staff concerned regularly applying for their children’s enrolment.  The scope of these agreements is restricted to certain Brussels European Schools for specific language sections. For example, Procter & Gamble’s concerns solely the Brussels I School, for all teaching levels in the English, German and Italian sections, and the Brussels III School in the Greek section.  

It should be noted that there are few applications for enrolment of category II pupils – apart from Eurocontrol – in Brussels. For information purposes, the following applications have been submitted over the past three years:  
	2010-2011
	2011-2012
	2012-2013

	4
	9
	8


A few applications are sometimes withdrawn and some offers of places are refused should members of staff of these companies not come to Brussels. As a result, the final number of places accepted was respectively:  

	2010-2011
	2011-2012
	2012-2013

	1
	6
	4


In accordance with the guidelines approved annually by the Board of Governors and pursuant to the provisions of the Policy on Enrolment in the Brussels European Schools, these applications are considered during the last phase of the enrolment session and after the applications for enrolment of category I pupils have been dealt with. These applications are accepted under the terms and conditions of the agreements concluded, one of the conditions being that a category II pupil’s enrolment may not lead to division of a class.  

The Secretary-General was mandated in December 2012 by the Board of Governors to review the current contracts in this sense and to renegotiate the contracts where appropriate. A proposal with the details for the revision of the contracts will be forwarded to the Budgetary Committee and the Board of Governors in April 2013 (see Doc. 2013-02-D-16-en-1).

2. New requests for category II contracts in Brussels
The Secretary-General received in 2012 three new requests. These requests were addressed by ENTSO-E (European Network of Transmission System Operators for Electricity), the Lisbon Council and the Benelux Union. 

Moreover, the Office of the Secretary-General received in November 2012 a letter of the Belgian Foreign Minister asking for possibilities to enrol members of his staff in the Brussels European Schools during their stay in Belgium between two diplomatic posts abroad (normally three years). 
It was already highlighted in the meeting of the Board of Governors that these requests should be examined in the light of the following points: 

· at the beginning of the 2012-2013 school year in September 2012, the European School,  Brussels IV moved to its permanent site at Laeken, the school now being fully operational; 
· since 2007, enrolments at the Brussels European Schools have been decided by the Central Enrolment Authority under the provisions of the Policy on Enrolment in the Brussels European Schools.  Now, taking account of the current terms and conditions of the category II agreements (except for those of the agreement with Eurocontrol), application of the Enrolment Policy is restricted to those terms and conditions.  

Moreover, the limited number of pupils to be enrolled, the language sections concerned and the additional income (€ 10.478,52 per school year) generated under the regime of these contracts should be taken in consideration (see table below).

	Name of the ‘organisation’
	Number of employees
	Number of pupils to be enrolled in the 2013/2014 school year
	Language sections
	Additional amount of school fees per year

	Belgian Foreign Ministry
	
	20

	FR, NL and EN
	€ 209.570,40

	Benelux
	54
	3
	FR and NL
	€ 31.435,56

	entsoe
	40
	4 
	DE, ES, EL and LT (primary)
	€ 41.914,08

	The Lisbon Council
	6
	3

	DE and FR 
	€ 31.435,56

	total
	
	30
	
	€ 314.328,60


III. Discussion in the ‘School Fees Working Group’

The ‘School Fees Working Group’ discussed the main proposal
 to give the Secretary-General the mandate to negotiate new category II contracts for the Brussels European Schools. In particular Interparents, mentioning also the accession of Croatia, was not in favour of any new mandate due to severe overcrowding of the Brussels Schools with no prospect of diminishing. In the view of Interparents the matter could be re-discussed  in case the future prospects would change (5th school in Brussels). Nevertheless, the majority of the members of the Working Group agreed to provide the Budgetary Committee and the Board of Governors with the detailed elements of the different requests and to seek again for a decision of the Board of Governors.
IV. Opinion of the Budgetary Committee

The Budgetary Committee considered that the four requests are not creating a real problem for the European Schools in Brussels and recommended to provide the Secretary-General with the requested mandate.

The French delegation did not support the signing of any new category II contract in Brussels due to the costs linked to the enrolment of additional pupils.

Interparents also did not agree on any new contract due to the overcrowding of the schools and signalled support in case a fifth European school will have been opened.

V. Proposal

The Board of Governors is asked to mandate the Secretary-General to negotiate ‘financing agreements’ with the organisations listed above.
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� Doc. 2012-10-D-21-en2.


� Written Procedure 2013/7.


� It is estimated that every school year 20 new enrolments have to be envisaged, but the normal length of stay will be only three school years.


� Only as of 2014/2015 school year.


� The request of the Belgian Foreign Ministry was not yet included in the working document of the group.
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