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Réf. : 2010-D-223-en-2
Orig.: FR

Audit report for the International School of Manosque (France)

The European Schools’ Board of Governors

1st, 2nd and 3rd December 2010 in Brussels
	School
	
	Organization
	

	Street address 

	159 Avenue du Docteur Bernard FOUSSIER Manosque
	Postal address


	

	Postal address 
	159 Avenue du Docteur Bernard FOUSSIER -  04100 Manosque
	Telephone
	

	
	
	Contact person
	

	Telephone
	 35 4 92 74 23 11
	E-mail
	

	Contact person
	Jean-Paul Clement director
Hubert Mercier deputy director
	Inspector
	Paul Caffrey

	Telephone
	
	Inspector
	Zsuzsanna Nyirő

	E-mail
	jean-paul.clement@ac-aix-marseille.fr
	Inspector
	

	Website
	http://www.ecole-internationale.ac-aix-marseille.fr/spip/
	Inspector
	

	General conclusions 
The International School Manosque serves very particular needs. It was established with the aim of providing education for children of the staff working on the ITER scientific project. Besides the bilingual curriculum used in 6 language sections European schooling is provided for those whose attainment in French is insufficient or who do not wish to follow a bilingual programme. At present the European programme (English section) is offered for secondary pupils in years 1, 2, 3 and 4. The groups of pupils are highly diversified both linguistically and culturally and a unique feature is that most pupils are non-European and non-native English speakers. 
Based on the observed lessons, discussions with all the stakeholders and desk research it can be concluded that the school is doing very well and the standard of the teaching and the learning is very high. Both the management and the teachers are fully aware of the requirements of the curriculum and work according to it. Great efforts are made to become more familiar with the practice of European Schools and all opportunities are taken in order to achieve this goal. Contacts have been sought and established with subject teachers (recently of mathematics) of European schools and other type II schools, which they work together with in a Comenius project. 
The level of support given by the town, the department, the region and the Academy is very high and their cooperation is exemplary.  
Recommendations 

It is recommended that:
1. every effort is made to employ teaching staff that have the necessary teaching qualifications

2. all teachers be sensitive  to language problems. All teachers are language teachers irrespective of their subjects and they should be aware of it and work in this sense.

3. both the management and the teachers maintain and develop links with type I and II schools.
Final conclusion

In accordance with the criteria and rules in document 2005-D-342-en-4, we recommend the accreditation of the European Schooling in the International School of Manosque (type II School) for years 1 to 5 of the secondary cycle. 



	
	Accreditation criteria and references
	Comments

	                                                                             Status of the school 

	
	Responsible authority/organization

	
	1.Legal capacity 

 
	The International School of Manosque comprises two local state schools  (Établissement Public Local d’Enseignement) for lower and upper secondary. 

	
	2. School management

 
	· Director: M. Jean-Paul Clément
· Assistant de Direction: M. Hubert Mercier.

	
	3. Decision making and advisory bodies


	· The French Inspectorate
· The National Education Inspector and the Regional Pedagogical Inspector
· Director of studies for the European classes

· European Schooling Advisory Committee

· International Advisory Council

· The Parents’ Association (Inter-Parents Manosque)

· Class delegates

	
	4. Pupils involvement


	Elected class representatives

	
	5. Home/school co-operation   


	Parents’ Committee
Inter-Parents Manosque

	Aims, objectives and principles

	
	· 6. Vision, basic values, purpose and mission


	The school will subscribe to all the criteria for European schooling.  The mission which the European schooling provided in Manosque is designed to perform is to develop simultaneously in pupils of all the European nationalities who will attend the school knowledge of and pride in their national identity and authentic European citizenship. By educating them in permanent contact with one another, by teaching them on the basis of common syllabuses, by giving them a command of several European languages, by aiming to free them from early childhood of prejudices which divide and by introducing them to the riches and the values of the various cultures, European schooling will make them aware of their solidarity and of their shared future. It will thus prepare them for an adult life where they will be fully aware of the responsibilities which will be theirs in the pursuit of construction of a united Europe. 



	
	7. Description of general objectives  


	· To give pupils confidence in their own cultural identity, the bedrock for their development as European citizens.

· To provide a broad education of high quality, from nursery level up to university entrance level, with the European Baccalaureate.

· To develop high standards in the mother tongue and in foreign languages.

· To develop mathematical and scientific skills throughout the whole period of schooling;

· To encourage a European and global perspective overall and in all subjects.

· To get pupils to appreciate all that is best in Europe’s common cultural heritage and civilisation, in a specific way according to the stages of schooling and cooperatively across all the language sections. 

· To encourage pupils’ creativity in the arts.

· To develop physical skills and instil in pupils an appreciation of the need for healthy living.

· To help pupils gradually to develop a career/university plan and with that in mind, to encourage relevant choices of subjects and options amongst those on the curriculum of the International School Manosque.

· To provide citizenship education, to develop critical faculties and a sense of responsibility, to instil a spirit of tolerance, communication and concern for others within the school community.
· To foster pupils’ personal, social and academic development and to help each one of them to move on successfully to the next stage of education.


	
	8. In-service training courses 


	· in-service training programmes for staff organised by the Aix-Marseille Regional Educational Authority specially designed for European schooling
· participation in in-service training programmes organised in the network of Type I European Schools

	
	9. Plans for follow-ups and assessment:
	At present there are only plans for in-service training 


	
	a. Quality assurance


	Inspection is earmarked as the basic tool for quality assurance. In the European section, however, no inspection has been carried out so far. 

	
	b. Results from evaluation


	not applicable

	
	    c. Learning Support and SEN


	· following personal evaluations new students receive tuition in French as learning support
· SEN pupils will be integrated in accordance with the French legislation on the integration of pupils with disabilities – at present there are no SEN pupils in the European section 



	
	10. Principles of pupils assessment


	· formative assessment of oral and written exercises, while every effort is made to highlight constructively the progress made and other positive elements equally as much as the mistakes 

· in the secondary the marking criteria are those defined by Article 60.1 of the General Rules.   

	
	11. Primary school report (carnet scolaire)

     
	Not applicable

	
	12. Progression, promotion and transition

	The usual procedure of the European Schools is applied

	
	13. Secondary school report


	The example presented for the inspectors follows the ES model.

	
	14. Harmonised tests


	Not applicable

	Structure and number of pupils

	
	15. School structure 


	· Nursery : 3 classes = 64 pupils 
· Primary School:6 classes = 109 pupils
· Total Primary School:9 classes = 173 students 
· European Section (ages 11-14): 4 classes = 28 students 
· International Section (ages 11-14) : 4 classes = 59 students 
· High School (15-18): 40 students 
· Total Secondary School: 127 students 


	
	16. Language sections 


	· in the European section – English
· in the international school – English, Chinese, German, Italian, Japanese, Spanish

	
	17. Prognosis of pupils


	
	2009 spring
	2010 spring
	2011 spring
	2012 spring
	2013 spring

	
	
	
	
	28
	45-50
	90-110
	125

	
	18. The school follows the ES school year 


	Yes. 

	
	19. Conditions for admission of category II and III pupils


	· Priority is given to children who previously attended the European Schools before their arrival in France, in particular at Culham (JET project) or Munich (Garching Research Centre). Enrolment is conditional upon production of a certificate issued by the pupil’s former European school stating that he/she has qualified for promotion to the year above. 

· Local applications for admission to the European schooling Anglophone section, whether or not for children of foreign staff of international companies, are considered on the basis of linguistic criteria in so far as places are available.



	
	20. Instruments of selection 


	Non-ITER pupils take a language test

	
	21. Premises and equipment
	At present European Schooling takes place in the building of Lycée Les Iscles. Special subject rooms (labs, gym, multimedia room) are shared.
The International School will shortly move into its own purpose-built premises, which will be exceptional, both from architectural and environmental aspects.  
The first part was handed over ready for occupancy in September 2009 and comprises the primary school, the canteen (serving school lunches) and the administration buildings. 
The secondary school buildings, the cultural and sports complex, the boarding facilities and the on-site accommodation for resident staff will become operational in September 2010.

The buildings will meet ‘High Environmental Quality’ criteria and all the rooms will have a fibre optic connection to the computer network.



	
	22. School administration and organisation


	Structure of European Schooling:
· Management 
· Headteacher 
· Coordinator of the European Section 
· Coordinator of the European teachers 
· Head of Pastoral Care and Everyday School life 
CPE et vie scolaire
· Financed by State and local communities (National Ministry of education, Regional Council,  County Council, Town Hall) 


	Characteristics of the curriculum

	
	23. Local school plan with objectives and contents

 
	· There is an overall school plan for the International School of Manosque, which incorporates the European Section.

	
	24. European Schools´ syllabi in Primary and Secondary


	· European Schools’ syllabuses are used for years 1-5 of secondary, the years for which accreditation is being sought.

	
	25. Local/national syllabi describing objectives and how to reach them


	· Not applicable.

	
	26. Welfare support services


	“La Vie Scolaire” provides support for students in all academic and non-academic aspects of school life. 

	Extra-curricular and after school activities

	
	27. Extra-curricular/after-school activities


	The school offers a very good range of extra-curricular and after-school activities, e.g.  maths club, film club, photography, field trips. 

	Staff

	
	28. Recruitment of teachers
	Handled by the Aix-Marseille Regional Education Authority and the local education authority.  

	
	29. Nursery teacher, level of competence
	Not applicable.

	
	30. Primary teacher, level of competence
	Not applicable

	
	31. Secondary teacher, level of competence
	At present, a number of the teachers are not fully qualified teachers in their countries of origin; they satisfy the academic, but not the pedagogic requirements. This is an issue to be addressed in future recruitment of teachers.

	
	32. 

a. Fees 

b. Other expenses for the pupils


	a. There are no fees; education is free for all students, whatever their category. 
b. Families may be asked to contribute to the costs of extra-curricular and after-school activities.

	
	33. Funding of European schooling 


	The school is fully funded by the French authorities. Construction and fitting-out of the school premises is funded by the Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur Region. The operating costs are defrayed by different regional and local authorities (Town of Manosque, Alpes de Haute-Provence département and Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur Region). The Ministry of Education provides education staff resources. 



	
	34. School premises
	 See Section 21 above. 

	Partnership

	
	35. Co-operation with the society 

a. local communities

b. trade and industry

c. schools abroad/international co-operation


	a. There is a very high level of cooperation between the International School of Manosque and the society in which it is situated. There are close links with the town, the départment and the region, all of whom are involved in supporting the school in practical ways.  The school’s International Advisory Council includes representatives of the local and regional communities

b. The existence of the ITER programme and the presence of its personnel in the community is the raison d’être of the International School, and there are very close links between the two.  The ITER organisation is also represented on the international Advisory Council.
c. The school has established links with a Type I European School, and has recently applied for a Comenius project in partnership with a number of Type II schools. 



	Quality assurance and evaluation of school operations

	
	36. Quality assurance and evaluation of 

       school operations


	It is intended that quality assurance will be provided internally by self evaluation and externally by the French Inspectorate, although there has been no inspection of the European Section to date.

	                                                  Criteria and rules for European schooling

	
	37. Reason for the introduction of European schooling
	To provide an alternative form of schooling for students whose standard of attainment in French is insufficient to allow them to participate in the French bilingual programme offered in the International School, or who do not wish to follow that programme.

	
	38. Languages
	Provision of L2 
	French, German

	
	
	Subjects taught in L 2 up to year 5
	Human Sciences, History, Geography, Physical Education.

	
	
	Provision of L3 
	German, Spanish, Italian.

	
	39. European schools primary syllabi
	Not applicable.

	
	40. European schools secondary syllabi
	Yes, for all subjects.

	
	41. Local/National syllabi
	Not applicable.

	
	42. Recruitment of teachers is organised in cooperation with the educational authorities of the country in which they are qualified and registered to teach 
	This is the stated intention, but to date recruitment has been the responsibility of the regional educational authorities. 

	
	43. Teachers are native speakers of the language in which they teach
	In most, but not all cases.

	
	44. Teachers are holders of the academic and professional qualifications required to teach the subject in question in the country or countries (case of a language spoken in several countries) of the language of which they teach 
	All are holders of the academic qualifications, but a number do not have the professional qualifications. 

	Opinions

	European Agency
	ITER: very positive opinions expressed by representative of the agency. 

	Parents
	Parents expressed high level of satisfaction and support for the European Section. 

	Ministry of Education
	Representative of the regional educational authorities are committed and enthusiastic about the project. 


The form abowe is based on the document:

Ref.: 2005-D-108-en-2, procedures for accreditation by the Board of Governors.  
Draft model dossier of conformity with the specifications for European schooling.

Recommendation of the Mixed Board of Inspectors

At their meeting in 6th October 2010, the Mixed Board of Inspectors familiarised themselves with the audit report for the International School of Manosque, conducted in February 2010. They recommend the Board of Governors authorise the Secretary-General to sign the Agreement recognising the European Teaching provided by the School at Manosque (1st to  5th year of secondary school, English-speaking branch).
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