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A  EUROPEAN  SCHOOL  FOR  EUROPE  !
RESOLUTION
ON THE WAY FORWARD FOR EUROPEAN SCHOOLS

Preamble

GUDEE (Group Unitaire for the Development of European Schools) agree that the European School system is at a crossroads and that a clear way forward is needed following the États Généraux, organised by the Central Staff Committee (CCP) on 7 December 2007. Over 200 participants, amongst them teachers, parents, students, headmasters, educational specialists, parliamentarians, ministry of Education and governmental officials, EU staff members, Commission executives, members of the Board of Governors, local authorities and private enterprise, came together to listen, participate and contribute as to how “together”, the logo for the EU’s 50th anniversary, we can envision the next 50 years of European schooling throughout Europe and for all Europeans.

GUDEE notes that:

· European Schools, with their European curriculum cumulating in the prestigious European Baccalaureate, have helped, and continue to help, our continent prepare young people to live in a world where frontiers are porous and where work and exchanges are increasingly trans-national and trans-cultural;

· European Schools are more relevant than ever with the European Parliament and other major inter-governmental organisations all recommending multilingual, multicultural European education in all member States;

· European Schools serve as models and only need to be adapted to a wider mission than just catering to the children of the staff of EU institutions. 

GUDEE calls on:

· The European Parliament to play a key role and fulfill its mandate to oversee all aspects affecting the European Schools system as a whole and to guarantee that the necessary resources are given to develop the European dimension in education, intercultural dialogue, foster the concept of European citizenship, mobility and help to strengthen European integration;

· Member States to provide a clear political, educational and financial framework necessary to strengthen the present system, particularly whereby national teachers are appointed ensuring access for the European Schools to the teaching expertise of these States and promote linguistic and cultural diversity;

· The Board of Governors to ensure that the necessary guarantees are in place so as to meet the quality standards on which the Baccalaureate is based whilst at the same time giving greater autonomy to the individual schools;

· The Commission to urgently involve the Education, Training, Culture and Youth Commissioner as well as Administrative Affairs, Audit and Anti-Fraud to ensure that the priority is on high quality and accessible education for all citizens and that this education also reflects the core values of diversity and intercultural understanding and contribute to cultural enrichment and European integration;

· All stakeholders including staff, teachers, parents and pupils to remind them that  active participation, commitment, dialogue, openness and inclusiveness are the main tools with which the European project has been built over the past 50 years and a crucial one in today’s and tomorrow’s society.

ACTION PLAN

ON THE WAY FORWARD FOR EUROPEAN SCHOOLS

1. The European Parliament – send the GUDEE resolution to Hans-Gert Pöttering, President of the European Parliament reminding him of the Parliament's role and mandate to oversee all aspects affecting the European Schools system, the Parliaments significant work in the past with the resolutions in 2005 and 2002, the Parliaments other work on Education and to ask that the “Future of the European schools” is put on the agenda and given utmost priority. Copy to Katerina BATZELI, Chairwoman of Committee on Education and Culture.

2. Member States – send the GUDEE resolution to Sari Sarkomaa and Jan Björklund, the current and future presidents of the European schools (Finland and Sweden), reminding them of their decision to “promote the European Baccalaureate in an opened up and strengthened European schooling system” (IP/06/1560) and asking them to clearly express their support for the European Baccalaureate and take strong measures to ensure this or otherwise accept that the International Baccalaureate will become the de facto standard;

3. The Board of Governors - send the GUDEE resolution to Renée Christmann, Secretary-General of the European Schools, asking her to ensure greater transparency and democracy in the way that decisions are being taken at this level and to reverse the increasing tendency to have decisions made within small working groups, to which not all members of the Board of Governors have access and to support the idea of a unified European School system;

4. The Commission - send the GUDEE resolution to Manuel Barroso, President of the European Commission, reminding him of the importance of European Schools for the development of Europe asking him to urgently make Ján Figel', Commissioner for Education, Training, Culture and Youth responsible for the European Schools portfolio so as to ensure that top priority is given to providing high quality and accessible education for all citizens that reflects the core values of diversity and intercultural understanding and contributes to cultural enrichment and European integration;

5. All stakeholders - send the GUDEE resolution to teachers, parents, students, headmasters, educational specialists, local authorities and private enterprise, to remind them how “together”, the logo for the EU’s 50th anniversary, we can envision the next 50 years of European schooling throughout Europe and for all Europeans. Their active participation, commitment, dialogue, openness and inclusiveness are crucial to ensure that our children get the best possible education to prepare them for today and tomorrow’s society.

