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1. Issue 
 
Article 93.1 of the Financial Regulation of 24 October 2006 Applicable to the Budget of 
the European Schools (Financial Regulation) states: 
 
“The Court of Auditors transmits to the Secretary-General and to the Heads of the 
Schools, by 15 July, any comments which are, in its opinion, of such a nature that they 
should appear in the annual report. The comments must remain confidential.  
 
The replies of the Secretary-General and of the Heads of the Schools shall be forwarded 
to the court of Auditors by 31 October at the latest”. 
 
Paragraph 2 of article 93 of the Financial Regulation stipulates that: 
 
“The comments of the Court of Auditors and the replies that have been sent to it shall be 
drawn to the attention of the Administrative Boards and to the Board of Governors which 
at its meeting of the first quarter of the calendar year shall examine them and make its 
own comments and recommendations”. 
 
The report of the European Court of Auditors on the annual accounts of the European 
Schools for the financial year 2011 and the replies of the Secretary-General are 
attached at Annex A. 
 
2. Background 
 
For the financial year 2011, the Court of Auditors carried out on-site audits at the 
schools of Brussels II, Alicante and at the Office of the Secretary-General. The Court of 
Auditors conducted also a review on the follow-up of its recommendations made for the 
2010 financial year on the spot for the Brussels IV School and by correspondence for 
the Culham School. The observations arising from these audits, at various levels of 
detail, were recorded in: 
 

(a) the Annual Report of the Court of Auditors on the implementation of the EU  
budget (see below);  

 
(b) a specific report on the European Schools submitted to the Board of Governors 

as the discharge authority (Annex A); 
 

(c) preliminary findings detailing the main results of the audits in the individual 
schools and the Office. 

 
With regard to the Annual Report of the Court of Auditors on the Implementation of the 
EU budget at (a), a change has occurred since 2011. The Court of Auditors, having 
considered the overall structure of the Annual Report and the production of a specific 
annual report on the European Schools, has decided to discontinue including specific 
observations about the European Schools from its Annual Report for 2010 accounts. 
 
In order to inform readers about the work performed on the Schools, the Court has 
included the following reference in Chapter 7 on Administrative and other expenditure: 
 
“The Court reports separately […] on the European Schools.” (reference to the following 
footnote, which reads): “The Court’s Specific Annual Report on the European Schools is 
submitted to the Board of Governors of the European Schools, and is copied to the 
European Parliament, the Council and the Commission”. 
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With regard to the specific report to the Board of Governors referred to at (b) above, it is 
attached at Annex A together with the Secretary-General’s response. This year, this 
specific report was only written in English, French and German, the three working 
languages. 

According to the above-mentioned report, the Court found no material errors that might 
call into question the reliability of the accounts that it audited (the Schools of Brussels II 
and Alicante, and the Central Office), which were drawn up under the provisions of the 
Financial Regulation of 24 October 2006 applicable to the budget of the European 
Schools, and the legality and regularity of the transactions underlying these accounts. 

In the same sense, based on its review of the consolidated accounts, nothing came to 
the Court’s attention that causes it to believe that the accounts are not presented fairly, 
in all material respects, in accordance with the Financial Regulation of the European 
Schools. 

In addition, the report sets out the follow up of the recommendations of last year's report 
and makes observations and recommendations on a number of issues, in particular with 
regard to the accruals accounting, inventory, consolidated financial statements,   
procurement and school management software.  
 
The Secretary-General's response is also attached at Annex A. The response of the 
Secretary-General set out how the various recommendations would be followed up. 
 
3. Opinion of the Budgetary Committee 
 
The Budgetary Committee examined the preliminary observations of the Court of 
Auditors and the recommendations referred to above at its meeting of November 2012 
(document of the European Court of Auditors “Preliminary observations with a view to a 
report on the annual accounts of the European Schools for the financial year 2011”). 
 
The Committee recommended that the Board of Governors should take formal note of 
the report of the Court of Auditors referred to at point (b) above and should approve the 
Secretary-General’s response. 
 
4. Proposal 
 
The Board of Governors is invited to take formal note of the report of the Court of 
Auditors on the annual accounts of the European schools for the financial year 2011 and 
endorse the Secretary-General’s response. 
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