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	BRUSSELS I
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	BRUSSELS II
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	MOL
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Mr KOLJONEN opened the meeting of the Teaching Committee at 9.30, welcoming Professor LAHTINEN, the incoming Finnish Chairman of the 2008 European Baccalaureate Examining Board, and all the members of the meeting. 

Mrs COELHO, Mr GARREAU, Mr HØYEM, 
Mr MARCHAND, Mrs METZNER and Mrs VALANIDOU had all sent apologies for their absence from this meeting.

I.
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA (2008-D-361-fr-2)

The Teaching Committee adopted the following agenda:

	II.
	Notice(s):

-
January meeting of the Board of Governors
	

	III.
	Approval of the draft minutes of the meeting of 23 November 2007
	712-D-2007-fr-1

	IV.
	EUROPEAN BACCALAUREATE
	

	
	Memorandum on the organisation of the 2008 European Baccalaureate
	2008-D-11-fr-1

	V.
	Final report on the team inspection at the ES, Karlsruhe
	2007-D-137-en-2

	VI.
	Report of the ‘Natural Sciences’ Working Group
	2007-D-162-fr-5

	VII.
	Report of the ‘General Framework and Organisation of In-service Training’ WG
	2008-D-411-en-1

	VIII.
	Guidelines for the organisation of pupil exchanges in the European Schools
	2007-D-3910-en-1

	IX.
	Syllabuses:

-           Bulgarian L1

-
Danish LI and Advanced L1

-
Italian – Secondary years 1, 2 and 3

-
Italian – Secondary years 4 and 5

-          Polish L4

-
Portuguese L5
	oral

2008-D-371-da-1

2007-D-2310-it-1

2007-D-2410-it-1

2008-D-182-pl-1

2008-D-381-pt-1

	X.
	Other business
	


NB: 
The Parents’ interventions on the items on the agenda appear in the annex.

II. NOTICES

January 2008 meeting of the Board of Governors

Mr FEIX welcomed the Chairman of the 2008 Baccalaureate, Professor LAHTINEN, the Inspectors, the Directors and the other members of the meeting and communicated the following information further to the January meeting of the Board of Governors, which had focused on reform of the European Schools. 

1)
The Board of Governors had discussed the Reform of the ES system, with 
reference to:


-
Governance:



-
at central level (redefinition of the role of the different organs, 



including the Board of Inspectors)




and 



-
at school level (granting of greater autonomy to the schools via 



attainment contracts)


-
Opening up of the system (Type II and perhaps Type III schools)


-
Cost sharing: 2 reports had been presented.  

This item was to be discussed at the extraordinary meeting of the Board of Governors to be held on 7 March. 

2)
The Board of Governors had approved a number of A items:

-
Discontinuance of the checking of the European Baccalaureate question papers before their distribution to candidates. 

-
Implementation of Internal Audit in the schools and at the Office of the Secretary-General. 

-
New and discontinued posts. 

-
Audits concerning the dossiers of conformity of Parma and Helsinki.

-
Berkendael and Brussels IV: as Belgium had said that it was unable to make the Laeken site available for 2009, the Board of Governors had mandated the President of the Board of Governors and the Secretary-General to answer Minister Reynders’ letter.

-
Negotiations on the opening and dialogue on the siting of the Brussels V School. 

-
Official creation of an Anglophone section at Mol. 

-
Reiteration of its support for the transformation of the ES, Culham into an Academy and 
continuing support for the school until 2017.

-
The Selection Committee for the appointment of the new Director of Culham had convened 
and the report would be sent before the extraordinary meeting of the Board of Governors in March.

3)
The Board of Governors had approved a number of B items concerning transfers of Directors and Deputy Directors from 1 September 2008:



-
Mr PINO to Brussels III



-
Mrs PRESSACCO to Munich



-
Mr SCHLABE to Brussels II



-
Mrs RUIZ ESTURLA to Brussels I



-
Mr BORDOY to Alicante



-
One-year extension of Mr ZIJLSTRA’s term of office at Frankfurt.

4)
The Board of Governors had approved by written procedures:



-
General Rules (end of the written procedure on 21 February 2008)



-
Regulations for the canteens in general and for the canteen of the 

Varese School.


-
Certain rules of application for the Service Regulations for the AAS. 


-
The question of the organisation of the teaching of religion, and the 

religious authorities’ proposals had been remitted to the working 


group for further proposals. 

The Decisions of the Board of Governors would be published on DADEE shortly and available for consultation by members.

Mr KOLJONEN thanked Mr FEIX for the clarity of the information conveyed.

III. 
APPROVAL OF THE DRAFT MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 23 NOVEMBER 2007 (712-D-2007-fr-1)

Correction on page 3/15: Mr instead of Mrs JATAUTAS for Bergen.

The draft minutes were unanimously approved. 

IV. 
EUROPEAN BACCALAUREATE
Mr KOLJONEN handed over to Professor Aatos LAHTINEN, the incoming Finnish Chairman of the Baccalaureate for the 2008 session.

Professor LAHTINEN, a renowned mathematician and founder member of the European Mathematical Society, had been Professor of Applied Mathematics at the University of Helsinki.

Some years ago, he had been asked to determine the correspondence between the European Baccalaureate and the Finnish upper secondary leaving certificate.  He hoped that the quality of the European Schools and of the European Baccalaureate in particular would strengthen the possibilities for greater solidarity in Europe. He emphasised the importance of maintaining the very high standard of the European Baccalaureate and of widening the scope for pupils’ learning in a European context.   

Professor LAHTINEN thanked Mrs CHRISTMANN, Mr FEIX, Mrs GARDELI, Mr KOLJONEN and all the Inspectors for their confidence in him and said that he was pleased and honoured to hold the office of Chairman of the 2008 European Baccalaureate Examining Board.   
Mr KOLJONEN thanked Professor LAHTINEN for his presentation and wished him good luck for his assignment. 

Memorandum on the organisation of the 2008 European Baccalaureate (2008-D-11-fr-1)

Mrs GARDELI presented the document.

As was the case every year, the memorandum contained the list of vice-chairmanships to be held by the inspectors, the composition of the examining boards, the number of candidates entering for the written examinations, the timetable for the oral examinations and the examiners’ names.  

The written examinations would start on 3 June and end on 12 June 2008.  1374 candidates would enter for the examinations and the timetable was presented at the end of the document.

Marking would take place at the Brussels I School over four days, 17 to 20 June 2008.

For the marking of the written examinations, the markers would be expected to correct 12 scripts instead of 15 in Language 1 and Philosophy and in Mathematics and Science in certain  cases.

The memorandum had been sent to the schools and they were invited to send their comments to Mrs Sofia GARDELI or to Mrs Tatiana KOPILOVA at the Office of the Secretary-General by the end of February in order to finalise the report. 

The document was adopted by the Secondary Teaching Committee subject to the corrections requested by the schools and the parents.

Mr SEXAUER and Mr SOLER requested that the Language 2 and Advanced Language 2 examinations be scheduled on a day other than the penultimate day of the examinations, on account of the heavy workload which marking of the scripts involved, and Mrs GARDELI agreed to the proposal that the order of the examinations on 10 and 11 June be reversed. 

Mr KOLJONEN requested that consideration be given for the future to a rotation in the choice of subjects. 

Mr KOLJONEN, Mr RICCIARDELLI, Mr SEXAUER and Mr SOLER congratulated Mrs GARDELI and the ‘BACCALAUREATE’ Unit on the remarkable work done in producing the memorandum. 

V. 
FINAL REPORT ON THE TEAM INSPECTION AT THE ES, KARLSRUHE


(2007-D-137-en-2)

Mr ENSING presented the document and thanked the Karlsruhe School for the excellent cooperation on the occasion of this inspection.

The report had a European vision and had been very favourably received, although it had been requested that a better statistical analysis be made within the framework of the Baccalaureate Unit and that linguistic glossaries be produced and disseminated via  Learning Gateway.  The working group charged with producing these glossaries should be set up. 

Joint inspections would be developed further in the future and the joint inspection teams had been joined by inspectors of L2. 

Mr KOLJONEN thanked Mr ENSING and the document would be included on the agenda for the next meeting of the Board of Governors. 

VI. 
REPORT OF THE ‘NATURAL SCIENCES’ WORKING GROUP


(2007-D-162-fr-5)

Mr REULAND presented the report again.

Adaptations had been made to the document, as requested by the Secondary Teaching Committee at the previous meeting. 

Pupils’ profiles had been clarified, the need for differentiated teaching was reiterated, as was the importance of individualised and flexible support. 

A standard test was being devised to check pupils’ level of competence. Nine schools had volunteered to take part. 

The Working Group made three proposals: the establishment of two different pathways in science, a change to the promotion rules and the teaching of science in L2 in years 4 and 5.

The European Commission pointed out that teaching in L2 would make use of English as the medium of instruction even more prevalent and would further exacerbate the problem of the appointment of Anglophone teachers.

The Directors and the Deputy Directors for the Secondary requested that pupils be assessed in years 4/5 rather than at the end of year 3 and pointed out that the training of teachers and revision of the physics, chemistry and mathematics syllabuses should enable there to be new links between the subjects. 

Mr BRZAKALA said that physics in-service training courses had not been forgotten and that the syllabuses for the first three years had been revised.  In-service training courses for the mathematics teachers were also scheduled. 

COSUP approved of the idea of creating 2-period chemistry and physics courses in years 6 and 7 but expressed concern about the dangers of teaching science in L2. 

Mr REULAND pointed out that teaching in L2 was necessary for small groups in any case and the issue of Anglophone teachers was not a problem affecting just science only.  Assessment in year 3 was only a start.   The introduction of integrated science in years 4 and 5 would give rise to difficulties. The possibility of choosing two out of three science subjects in year 4 was a proposal accepted by the Working Group, which would reformulate its proposals. 

CONCLUSION: The Group would reformulate its proposals, adding the one made by the Directors, and would present its plan to the Board of Governors. 

The Secondary Teaching Committee took note of the report, which would be included, with the changes mentioned, on the agenda for the Board of Governors’ April 2008 meeting. 

VII. 
REPORT OF THE ‘GENERAL FRAMEWORK AND ORGANISATION OF IN-SERVICE TRAINING’ WORKING GROUP 


(2007-D-411-en-1)

Mr KOLJONEN  presented the document.

At the outset, the document had been written for the primary cycle.  In response to a request from the Board of Governors, a Working Group of secondary cycle inspectors had met to produce this document.

The Staff Committee expressed surprise at the fact that it had not been invited to this Working Group and said that it considered that the budget for guest experts should be reviewed. 

Mr SEXAUER was indignant about the principle of provision of in-service training for teachers only every three years rather than every two years. 

Mr BRZAKALA supported in-service training provision for teachers as a right and requested four days’ training per teacher per year.  

Mr RICCIARDELLI requested interpretation during courses and the presence of all the language sections to allow a larger number of teachers to attend. 

Mr PALA requested that the key competences be added to the description of in-service training. 

Mrs ECKERSTORFER endorsed the recommendation regarding the multiplier effect within the European Schools, as there was a lack of transfer of information.

The Directors requested firstly, an increase in local resources for the organisation of in-service training courses and secondly, new communication techniques. 

The Deputy Directors requested that Saturday morning training be declared compulsory, given teachers’ reluctance to attend. Another point was that it was difficult to plan courses at the end or at the beginning of the school year. Finally, they thought that the budget for outside participants was large.

Mr FEIX said that the school had to continue to operate despite the organisation of in-service training courses for teachers; such training was a right and should be a priority in the European Schools system, but it should be focused on the local level and allow coordinators to play a more important role. 

Mr KOLJONEN said that use of the portfolio introduced in the primary might be evaluated and used in the secondary. The budget for guest experts had been updated again but as regards the frequency of training courses, there were no clear instructions (for the primary, the frequency was every three years). The memorandum would be updated. 

The Secondary Teaching Committee received the document favourably, although it requested the Working Group to reformulate some of its proposals. 

The document would subsequently be submitted to the Administrative and Financial Committee for information and included on the Board of Governors’ agenda for approval. 

VIII. 
GUIDELINES FOR THE ORGANISATION OF PUPIL EXCHANGES IN THE EUROPEAN SCHOOLS (2007-D-3910-en-1)
Mr Weiland introduced the document.  He was in favour of pupil exchanges within the schools but the Working Group needed to clarify the conditions in which they could be arranged. 

The Directors requested the Working Group to widen the scope of the conditions for pupil exchanges to include pupils in secondary years 3, 4 and 5 and wished to adjust the possible duration of the stay so that it could last for up to six months.  The document therefore needed to be corrected. 

The Staff Committee said that it was quite clear to families that some parts of syllabuses were not covered in the same order by different teachers in the different schools and that it could happen that pupils participating in such exchanges might study the same part of the syllabus twice, while some parts might not be covered at all. 

The Working Group would reformulate its proposals and the document would then be included on the agenda for the Board of Governors’ April meeting, for approval.

IX. 
SYLLABUSES

BULGARIAN (oral)
Mrs SOFRONIEVA gave an oral presentation of the work started by the Bulgarian Language 1 Syllabus Working Group, but the syllabus still had to be finalised and would be presented to the Teaching Committee at the November 2008 meeting. 

DANISH LI and ADVANCED L1 (2008-D-371-da-1)

The Secondary Teaching Committee agreed to the syllabus, which would be submitted to the Board of Governors at its April 2008 meeting, for approval. 

Entry into force: September 2008
ITALIAN – Secondary years 1, 2 and 3 (2007-D-2310-it-1)

In the absence of Mr RICCIARDELLI for the presentation of this item, it would be discussed at the meeting of the Joint Teaching Committee on 21 February 2008.

ITALIAN – Secondary years 4 and 5 (2007-D-2410-it-1)

In the absence of Mr RICCIARDELLI for the presentation of this item, it would be discussed at the meeting of the Joint Teaching Committee on 21 February 2008.

POLISH L4 (2008-D-182-pl-1) and POLISH L5 (2008-D-442-pl-1)

The Secondary Teaching Committee agreed to the syllabuses, which would be submitted to the Board of Governors at its April 2008 meeting, for approval. 

Entry into force: September 2008
PORTUGAIS LV (2008-D-381-pt-1)

In Mrs COELHO’s absence, Mr KOLJONEN read, on her behalf, an introduction presenting the syllabus’s objectives.

The Secondary Teaching Committee agreed to the syllabus, which would be submitted to the Board of Governors at its April 2008 meeting, for approval. 

Entry into force: September 2008
X. 
OTHER BUSINESS
Mr KOLJONEN informed the members that Mr WEILAND and Mr McGURK would be leaving the European Schools at the end of the current school year and on behalf of the Secondary Teaching Committee wished to express congratulations and thanks to them for their work and dedication to the European Schools throughout their many years of service. 

Mr KOLJONEN closed the meeting at 17.00 and thanked the members for their participation.


Parents interventions in the Secondary 

Teaching Committee -20 February 2008

Point IV - European Baccalaureate-Memorandum on the organization of the 2007 European Baccalaureate 
Doc 2007-D-11-fr-1
Parent’s intervention:
We are not in a situation to comment on the document since we haven’t received the document in time to check and discuss it with in our Parent associations. 

We make comments later on if necessary. When is the deadline?

Point V- Final report on the team inspection at the ES, Karlsruhe.
Doc 2007-D-137-en-2
Parent’s intervention:

The paragraph 2 on page 9 of the report mentions that there are no written glossary of idioms and terminology.

Parents strongly support the concept of creating such glossaries and hope that the inspectors will be able to provide such a tool very soon.
The paragraph 5.2 on page 12 mentions a General Inspection Framework.

Parents wonder where the general framework is and how it is going to help to improve the issues rose in joint inspections.

Point VI - Report of the ‘Natural Sciences’ Working Group. 
Doc 2007-D-162-en-5
Parent’s intervention – comments on the three proposals page 9:

Proposal n°1: the parents will welcome the opening of an integrated science course in S4 and S5 as an option with a possibility to have 2 periods in chemistry and physics in S6 and S7. 

Proposal n°2: regarding the proposal of changing the existing rules for promotion the parents are not in favour of this change. Because it will penalise students good in science subjects who wants to carry on with scientific studies.

Proposal n°3:  regarding the third proposal we don’t accept science to be thought obligatorily in L2. Nevertheless the possibility should be maintained that, if an option can not be opened in language section of the pupil, it can be taken in another language. 

As a general comment parents would like to add that regarding the integrated science subject many science teachers are specialists in only two subjects and that will be desirable for them to be able to reactive additional training.

Point VII - Report of the ‘General Framework and Organisation of In-service Training’ WG- 
Doc 2008-D-411-en-1 

Parent’s intervention:

Since most European schools teachers have no initial training and/or qualification in teaching of and in their language as a foreign language, parents would wish to see a clear focus in the organisation of in-service training on the specific need for differentiation in teaching in L2. 

The teaching of classes combining different age groups requires specific skills. These should be taken into account both at the time of initial recruitment and in identifying priorities for in-service training. 

Point VIII-Guidelines for the organisation of student exchanges in the European Schools- 
Doc 2007-D-3910-en-1
Parent’s intervention
It is not clear for the parents if the new document is suppressing the possibility to have an exchange for a period of one month. That monthly period was often used by the pupils and the host families as a trail period to see if they could adjust to each other and on the pupil side to adjust to the new school and a different life style in another country. Furthermore it is more difficult for the Parents Association to find host families for a six months period.

Point IX-Syllabuses

Parents ask for an introduction of all “syllabus document” in English.

INTERPARENTS


ALICANTE  BERGEN  BRUSSELS  CULHAM FRANKFURT 


KARLSRUHE  LUXEMBOURG  MOL  MUNICH  VARESE
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