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1. INTRODUCTION

In recent years, European schools were subject to fundamental structural, administrative, and pedagogical changes. The most extensive foundations for the reform of the system can be found in the Decisions of the European Parliament of 2002 and 2005, which is reflected in the process of the preparation and enforcement of numerous documents by the European School Working Groups. The main elements of the reform, in reference to the Board of Governors document adopted on 21, 22, and 23 April 2009 in Stockholm, 2009-D-353-en-4 entitled The Reform of the European School System, are: (1) opening up the system and the European Baccalaureate to other pupils, (2) the reform of governance (at the local level through granting more autonomy to Type I schools; at the central level through redefining the role and mission of the different organs of the system) and (3) cost sharing amongst the Member States, in terms of the cost of the secondment of teachers. 
Within the general policy, which is defined by the Board of Governors, the role of the Boards of Inspectors (BIs) is also changing somewhat. As can be seen from document 2009-D-353-en-4, the Board of Inspectors acts as a joint committee of inspectors that defines the general pedagogical objectives as part of the autonomy of Type I schools, and evaluates their implementation; ensures the pedagogical development of the system; defines the priorities of its operations, which are being executed by means of individual inspections of teachers and group inspections of various subject lessons; it is responsible for providing in-service teacher training; executes audits of Type II and III schools; annually reports to the Board of Governors and ensures a correlation with the national educational systems. 
Likewise, the European Baccalaureate is also experiencing radical changes with regards to the requirements for the greater openness of the system and, consequently, the greater visibility and availability of the European diploma. In January 2009, the Board of Governors authorized the Secretary-General, together with the Working Group and Inspectors for the secondary level, to prepare the starting points for the organizational and content-related reform of the Baccalaureate, which will finally come to life in 2013, while some innovations already became applicable to the 2010 Baccalaureate, following the preliminary treatment by pedagogical boards and the confirmation of the Board of Governors. 

However, the Joint Teaching Committee (JTC) deals with pedagogical issues related to the nursery and primary level, to the secondary level, or to both.  

The period of the Slovenian presidency coincided with the beginning of the direct execution of the reform of the European Schools in the sense of the modified structural, administrative, and pedagogical organization of the system or schools. The achievements of the first year of the implementation of the reform represents an important milestone in the development of the system and is an important indicator of the actual realization of the adopted decisions and documents on the operational level. 
The hard and dedicated efforts of pedagogical committees facilitated the work of everyone employed at the Office of the Secretary-General of the European Schools, so we would especially like to thank the Secretary-General, Mrs. Rene CHRISTMANN, and the Deputy Secretary-General, Mr. Harald FEIX. We want to thank both of them and their teams for their excellent and fruitful cooperation during the Slovenian presidency. 

But we would particularly like to express our gratitude to Mrs. Sofija GARDELI and her Baccalaureate Unit for their high-quality professional materials and their support during the presidency. The efforts of the Baccalaureate Unit, in particular, encouraged the start of the urgently needed content-related and organizational reform of the European Baccalaureate. Further gratitude goes to Mr. Jorge NAVAS and his team for their cooperation in the execution of this year’s e-learning 2010 competition.

Marija ŽVEGLIČ, M. A. 
Mojca POZNANOVIČ JEZERŠEK

Chair of the Board of Inspectors and
Chair of the Board of Inspectors and 

Teaching Committee (Nursery and Primary)
Teaching Committee (Secondary)

2. THE COMMON ISSUES OF THE BOARDS

2.1 Syllabi

The Boards of Inspectors, in cooperation with university experts and teacher practicians, provide for the continuous development and an up-date of curricula as a starting point for the planning and implementation of various lessons at different levels of education, by defining the subject, objectives and content of the subjects, examination and assessment, and give their own didactical recommendations.  

Within the general development policy, which is defined by the Board of Governors, the Boards of Inspectors prepared the curricula stated below. After the approval of the Board of Governors, they will come into force on 1 September 2010. 
With the exception of the curricula for the subject of mother tongues (L1), the majority of curricula are also available to various system participants in an electronic form on the official European School web page http://www.eursc.eu in all language versions.
2.1.1 Nursery and Primary

· Italian L 1 Primary syllabus (2010-D-351-it-1)

2.1.2 Secondary

· Dutch L 1 Secondary syllabus (2010-D-381-nl-1)

· Advanced Dutch L 1 syllabus (2010-D-671-nl-1)
· Dutch L 2 syllabus (2010-D-681-nl-1)

· Dutch L 3 syllabus (2010-D-691-nl-1)
· Dutch L 4 syllabus (2010-D-701-nl-1)
· Polish L 1 Secondary syllabus (2010-D-391-pl-1)

· Czech L 1 Secondary syllabus (2009-D-229-cs-1)

· Years 4-7 Mathematics syllabus – Preamble to the syllabus (2010-D-441-fr-1)

· Years 4-7 Mathematics syllabus – Characteristics of the technological toll (2010-D-571-en-1)

· Years 4-4 periods/week Mathematics syllabus (2010-D-581-en-1)

· Years 4-6 periods/week Mathematics syllabus (2010-D-591-en-1)

· Year 6 Mathematics syllabus – 3-period basic course (2010-D-601-fr-1)

· Year 6 Mathematics syllabus – 5-period semi-advanced course (2010-D-611-fr-1)

· Year 6 Mathematics syllabus – 3-period advanced course (2010-D-621-fr-1)
· 2-period Geography – years 6 and 7 syllabus (2010-D-411-fr-1)
· Arts education – secondary years 1-7 syllabus (2009-D-579-en-1)
· Music – secondary years 1-7 syllabus ( 2010-D-401-en-1)
2.2 New Inspectors
2.2.1 Nursery and Primary

· Mrs. Anne Knauf replaced Mrs. Wiltrud Lortz, the German member of the Board of Inspectors Primary.

· Mr. Serge Hastert replaced Mr. Paul Rieff, the Luxembourg member of the Board of Inspectors Primary.

· Mrs. Irene Katsali replaced Mr. Georgios Salamouras, the Greek member of the Board of Inspectors Primary.

· Mrs. Lidia Bors replaced Mrs. Ana Szesler, the Hungarian member of the Board of Inspectors Primary.

· Mr. David Townsend replaced Mr. Daniel Towl, the member of the Board of Inspectors Primary from United Kingdom.

· Mrs. Anne O'Sullivan replaced Mr. Padraig O’Donnabhain, the Irish member of the Board of Inspectors Primary.

2.2.2 Secondary

· Mrs. Karin Nilsson replaced Mr. John Evertsson, the Swedish member of the Board of Inspectors Secondary.
· Mr. Konrad Leszczynski replaced Mrs. Maria Mazur, the Polish member of the Board of Inspectors Secondary.

· Mr. Edouard Ries replaced Mr. Michel Reuland, the Luxembourg member of the Board of Inspectors Secondary.

2.3 Selection Committees and Appointments of Directors and Deputy Directors

The members of the Boards of Inspectors have taken part in numerous selection committees for the selection of new Directors and Deputy Directors of European Schools. The selected Directors and Deputy Directors will be appointed, based on the approval of the Board of Governors, from 1 September 2010:    
· Mrs. Maria Gourdi, Deputy Head, instead of Mrs. Flora Dullea, European School Bergen 
· Mr. Van Wissen, Deputy Head, instead of Mrs. Maria Loureiro Figueiredo, European School  Luxembourg I
· Mr. Wulf Schlabe, Director, instead of Mrs. Berta Bustorff-Silva, European School Brussels IV
· Mr. Rudolph Ensing as Direktor, instead of Mr. John Peryer, European School Munich
· Mr. Mario Da Torre as Direktor, instead of Mr. Michel Crine, European School Varese

· Mrs. Antonia Ruiz – Esturla as director, instead of Mr. Kari Kivinen, European School Brussels I

· Mrs. Ulrica Grankvist Nybacka, Deputy Head Secondary, instead of Mr. W. Schlabe, European School Brussels II

2.4 Decisions Taken by the Board of Governors with Implications for the Work of the Inspectors
2.4.1  Draft Rules of Procedure for the Boards of Inspectors/Draft Rules of Procedure for the Joint Teaching Committee
In accordance with the decision of the Boards of Governors from sessions in December 2009, the following amendments of the documents Draft Rules of Procedure for the Boards of Inspectors (2009-D-225-en-4) were confirmed: in relation to Articles 1, 4, 5, 7 and 9, and the Draft Rules of Procedure for the Joint Teaching Committee (2009-D-295-en-5) in relation to Articles 5, 7, 9 and 10. 
2.4.2  Analysis of Failure and Unsatisfactory Marks in 2009 (2009-D-199-fr-2)

In the written procedure, which began on 9 December 2009 and ended on 6 January 2010, the Board of Governors adopted the proposal of the Joint Pedagogical Committee for Establishing the Working Group, which is to prepare detailed guidelines for structural measures based on the above-mentioned document, and in cooperation with inspectors and the school management provide, for its execution through concrete pedagogical initiatives. 

2.4.3 Human Sciences European File for Secondary Year 3 Pupils 

 (2010-D-461-fr-3)

At its session on April 2010, the Board of Governors confirmed the adoption of the European folder as the textbook for Social Studies in year 3 of the secondary school, and the administrative arrangement and manner of financing this didactic tool, as described in document 2010-D-461-fr-3.

The proposed start of validity, i.e. September 2010, will be realized under the condition that all legal questions related to authorship and reproduction rights are solved.
2.4.4 Decisions of the Board of Governors Concerning the European Baccalaureate

2.4.4.1 Special arrangements for the Baccalaureate for candidates with special needs (2009-D-559-en-1)

This document withdraws and replaces document 2412-D-2001-en-1. 

This applies to all candidates with learning needs, who are intellectually capable enough to fulfil all the requirements of the curriculum and assessment, and who require special forms for demonstrating such abilities. 
Typically, the school principal is competent for the adoption of a decision. The whole procedure is described in document 2009-D-619 (Paragraphs 4.5.4 and 4.5.5).

2.4.4.2  Amendment of certain articles of the Arrangements for implementing  the Regulations for the European Baccalaureate (2010-D-261-fr-2) 


At its meeting on April 2010, the Board of Governors confirmed the amendments to some articles of the Arrangements for implementing the Regulations for the European Baccalaureate (2010-D-319-en-1), which will come into force on the 2010 Baccalaureate.
2.5 Guidelines, Surveys and Pedagogical/Organizational Operations During the School Year

2.5.1 SEN Policy and Practice in the European Schools

In accordance with the policy of integrating SEN-students into the European Schools, as can be seen from document 2009-D-619-en-3, entitled The Integration of SEN Pupils into European Schools (approved by the Board of Governors in its session of 2, 3 and 4 December 2009), the Board introduced the first results in its sessions of February 2010, after the first short visit of the SEN Inspector to six schools. Two other documents have also been introduced: document 2010-431-en-1, entitled The Statistics of the Integration of SEN Pupils into the ES (approved by BOG at its meeting of 14 - 16 April 2010), and document 2010-D-471-en-1, entitled The Development of the Work of the SEN Policy Group further to the mandate given by the Board of Governors at its December 2009 meeting.

On the basis of these documents and the recommendations contained therein, the SEN Policy Working Group has been working on a Multi-Annual Plan for the Implementation of the SEN Policy, which will be presented at the meeting of the JTC in October 2010. Since December 2009, the SEN Policy Working Group has been working intensively on two areas, with regard to the Decisions of the Boards of Governors: to analyse the recommendations made in the Swedish Experts’ Report 2009-D-343-en-1: The Evaluation of the SEN Policy and Practice in European Schools; to redefine the role of the SEN Inspector in accordance with document 2009-D-619-en-2 entitled The Integration of SEN Pupils into European Schools. 
2.5.2 Evaluation of the Forms and Results of the Organisation of Teaching Provided for SWALS
The Working Group Evaluation of the Forms and Results of the Organisation of Teaching Provided for SWALS, composed of inspectors of the primary and secondary level, Deputy Directors and SWALS coordinators of both levels, has, in accordance with its authorizations: (1) evaluated the provision of assistance to SWALS, including inclusion into the language section/host section and the organization of L1 lessons for SWALS, which is based on the statistical study; (2) formed guidelines for providing assistance to SWALS or a document, that defines the general policy; (3) developed reporting tools for schools.   
In methodological terms, in the fall of 2009, various schools executed a survey on SWALS L1 and assistance to SWALS students. Further, the Working Groups also examined the annual reports of schools for the 2009/10 school year, and annual reports of the Secretariat-General for the 2002-2009 school years. In accordance with the research results, the working group prepared recommendations (2010-D-421-en-1) for providing assistance to SWALS students in the language section and SWALS students in mother tongue lessons. In June 2009, the members of the Working Group also received a draft document that defined the general policy of SWALS inclusion, the modification of regulations governing the integration of SWALS, provisions, the involvement of parents, professional Development and financial implications.  

2.6 The Reform Process
2.6.1 The Reform of the European Schools System and its Impact on the Boards of Inspectors

At the meeting on 21, 22 and 23 April 2009 in Stockholm, the Board of Governors approved document 2009-D-353-en-4 entitled The Reform of the European School System, which defines the Reform of the European Schools with reinforced autonomy (decentralization of decisions) of activities in the Type I European Schools on the local level as one of the main elements of the reform from the viewpoint of the management reform. But on the central level the management reform is still intended to redefine the role and mission of various system organs, including a redefinition of the pedagogical system bodies. 
As can be seen from document 2009-D-353-en-4, the Boards of Inspectors (BIs) act as a Joint Committee of Inspectors that, within the general policy as defined by the Board of Governors:
- defines the general pedagogical objectives as part of the autonomy of Type I schools and evaluates their implementation; 
- ensures the system’s pedagogical development;
- sets priorities for their action and produces an annual plan of activities that will be used as the basis for drawing up a budget and whose implementation will be coordinated by the Pedagogical Development Unit of the Secretariat-General; 
- puts analysis instruments and evaluation criteria in place at the system level, enabling the quality of the education provided to be ensured through the individual inspection of teachers and team inspections of the teaching of different subjects and of thematic school-wide topics;
- is responsible for the provision of in-service training for teachers; 
- conducts audits of Types II and III schools within the framework of the accreditation procedure laid down by the Board of Governors;

-  annually reports to the Board of Governors;
- The inspectors provide a link with the national education systems;
- The inspectors’ role within the European Baccalaureate should be defined as part of the reform of the Baccalaureate. 

(The Reform of the European School System - 2009-D-353-en-4, page 15) 

The mission of the Joint Teaching Committee (JTC) is to deal with pedagogical issues on the nursery and primary level, the secondary level or both.  

There is a single Joint Teaching Committee, composed of the inspectors from the two Boards of Inspectors, the representative of the Commission, the representative of EPO (for EPO-related issues), four representatives of the parents, four representatives of the Staff Committee (two for the primary and two for the secondary), the Directors and two representatives of the Deputy Directors (one Deputy Director for the Secondary and one Deputy Director for the Primary), and two representatives of the students. (The Reform of the European School System - 2009-D-353-en-4, page 14) 

Decisions relating to organizational questions were put into force on 1 September 2009.
2.7 Type I, Type II and Type III schools (Transformation, General Interest File and the Dossier of Conformity)

2.7.1 European School, Culham; United Kingdom 

The Joint Board of Inspectors has expressed a favourable opinion of the UK authorities' plan to transform the Culham School into an Academy, with a view to its accreditation by the Board of Governors as a Type II school. At the meeting of December 2009, the Board of Governors expressed their joint support for the general progress of this initiative, but also presented numerous questions that need to be answered to in the next phase of the reform of schools. In relation to the most burning question – i.e. the final date for the reform into the Type II status – the United Kingdom delegation announced that the final date for the reform of the school would be moved from September 2010 to September 2011. 

At the meeting of April 2010, the Board of Governors were acquainted with the updated report of the United Kingdom delegation regarding the progress of reforming the European School Culham into an academy (2010-D-313-fr-1). 

2.7.2 International School of The Hague; the Netherlands

After the Nursery/Primary and Secondary Level Boards of Inspectors, at the meetings in June 2009, diligently studied and became acquainted with the Dossier of Conformity concerning setting up European Schooling at the International School of The Hague (with the status of a Type III school) – which was introduced by the Dutch delegation and was approved by the Board of Inspectors to enable further work – the support for the motion for the Netherlands to proceed with the pilot project was not passed in a vote at the meeting of the Board of Governors in December 2009.   
2.7.3 Bad Vilbel School (State of Hesse); Germany   

After examining and studying the General Interest File, which was introduced by the German delegation in October 2009, the Joint Board of Inspectors expressed their positive attitude towards the document and recommended it to the Boards of Governors for approval. On the basis of the approval of the Boards of Governors on December 2009, the German delegation of the Joint Teaching Committee introduced the Dossier of Conformity at the meeting of February 2010 as part of the second stage of the accreditation procedure for the Type III European School in the city of Bad Vilbel. The Dossier of Conformity was adopted with approval, and this enabled the execution of the next stage – i.e. the approval of the Boards of Governors in April 2010. 
            At the meeting of April 2010, the Board of Governors confirmed document No. 2010-D-281-fr-2 regarding the conformity of the Bad Vilbel School (ZD Hessen), which represents the second phase of the school accreditation procedure. The third phase applies to the school evaluation/assessment, which will be settled after the completed construction of the buildings and after the conditions for its functioning have been met.  
2.8 Other Activities of the Boards of Inspectors

2.8.1 Priorities for the 2009/10 School Year; Planning and Budgeting the Activities of Inspectors for the Nursery, Primary and Secondary Cycles
In accordance with the aim of planning and financing the activities of inspectors from the existing budget, intensive individual and group planning took place at the short-term, medium-term, and long-term level.
One of the main priorities of the inspectors at all levels is defining the general pedagogical objectives of the school, in particular in light of the greater autonomy of schools. On the nursery and primary level, they are focused on updating the curricula by including competences and emphasizing interdisciplinarity. In relation to the team inspections, they are focused in the short-term on the closing activities of the inspections (discussions, follow-ups and reports) that are currently being carried out (the Team Inspection of Music, the Team Inspection of Discovery of the World and the Team Inspection of Art), whereas in the medium-term and long-term they include a panel discussion and the formation of the proposal for the further implementation of team inspections. Among the key priorities, we should mention the preparation of the curricula for the nursery level, upgraded curricula for German, French, and English languages as L2, the implementation of recommendations for the use of ICT in various subjects and upgraded pupils' workbooks and Teachers' handbooks for mathematics (Intermath). 
Along with the above-mentioned activities in the area of planning and analyzing the question of SWALS-students, the priorities of the Board of Inspectors on the secondary level have been connected to the content-related and organizational reform of the European Baccalaureate, to the efforts regarding improved lesson quality by means of the evaluation and self-evaluation of European Schools, by planning group and individual inspections, by educating teachers and by other factors that affect quality pedagogical and educational work. We must also mention the efforts regarding the updated curricula with a view to the key competences of life-long education.
2.8.2 The Induction of New Inspectors and the Introduction of New Teachers in the European School System

The working session of the new inspectors with the BSGES personnel and inspectors – the Troika members – and a visit to the Brussels I School in the 2009/10 school year took place before the spring meetings of the Boards of Inspectors and the Joint teaching Committee. In the first part of the meeting, the Secretary-General informed the new inspectors about the system of European Schools, with a special emphasis on the presentation of the role of the various bodies of the European System, the organization of schools and the school system, and the general pedagogical objectives. The head of the ICT-unit introduced the activity of the unit and the organization of the Learning Gateway web portal. 
The participants received a brochure by the BSGES, which contains the basic information and data used to facilitate the inclusion of new inspectors into the system; this was also the purpose of the less formal exchange of experiences between new inspectors and the Troika members. The working session ended with a visit to the Brussels I School.   
The induction of new teachers is still left to the individual schools and it would also make sense to consider the preparation of joint reports, at least on the level of the minimum frame.  

2.8.3 Guidelines for Evaluating the Competences of Locally Recruited Teachers 
The “Evaluation” Working Group has studied the possibilities and feasibilities of the system for evaluating the quality of working competences of locally recruited teachers (approximately one quarter of lessons are carried out by locally recruited teachers), and presented the proposal for the procedure of evaluating locally recruited teachers' competence, the purpose of which was to contribute to the development and provision of quality teaching in European Schools. The proposed guidelines observe the statutory conditions that are valid in European Schools; the existing text on the theme of development and quality assurance in European Schools; the valid national legislation for locally-recruited teaching staff; and the autonomy and responsibility of the principles of the European Schools.
One can expect further discussion at meetings in the following years regarding the crucial questions, from both the professional and legal/formal point of view. 
2.8.4 In-Service Courses Plan for the Nursery, Primary and Secondary Cycles (2009-2012)
The Board of Inspectors has also dedicated a lot of attention to continuous professional training for teachers of various courses at different levels of education. The Board has also prepared a rich offer of in-service courses for the 2009-2012 period, which is intended to update disciplinary and professional knowledge. A comprehensive list of planned seminars is available in document 2009-D-459-en-1. And at this point we should place particular emphasis on the on-going seminars and planned seminars for teachers on the nursery and primary level in courses on L1 mother tongue, L2 second language, SEN, the Early Education Curriculum and the Management for Deputy Directors. The ICT in the Nursery and Primary Working Group has organized test informal distance training on the ICT use in different subjects.  
On the secondary level, the training was carried out in accordance with the document In-service training courses plan for the secondary cycle (2009-D-459-fr-1). 

3. The Use of ICT in European Schools 

3.1 ICT in the Nursery and Primary Levels
In accordance with the General Developmental Policy of ICT use in the European School and in accordance with its objectives, with a focus on the evaluation of the teacher’s technological and didactical competence and on the preparation of recommendations on ICT use in class, in the 2009/10 school year the ICT in the Nursery and Primary Working Group devoted themselves mostly to the so-called didactical placement of ICT in classes of different subjects at the nursery and primary level of education. 
Referring to the Decision of the Nursery and Primary Level Board of Inspectors of 5 October 2009, in November 2009, after a representative number of teachers failed to respond to the web survey in May 2009, a more classic research project was conducted regarding the use of ICT on the nursery and primary level of education, i.e. by means of a questionnaire in Word format in English, French and German. The research results have shown that teachers are relatively well qualified technologically, but their didactical competence is somewhat less developed and a lack of competence can be seen particularly in the area of special didactics for subjects in the use of different teaching methods and forms of objective-oriented and effective use of ICT.
According to the findings of this research and according to the theoretical starting points for the use of ICT in classes, the ICT in the Nursery and Primary Working Group prepared the Recommendations for the Use of ICT in Teaching Various Subjects at the Nursery and Primary Education Level (2010-D-101-en-1), the purpose of which is to warn about specific open questions for the special didactic placement of ICT in teaching various subjects. The Working Group is aware that recommendations alone are not sufficient for the effective change of the pedagogical practice, and that theoretical knowledge and the usage of (good) practice examples are also not sufficient. More importantly, theoretical and practical knowledge must become a part of the guided formal and informal professional training of teachers, specifically by progressing from introduction to communication, i.e. to direct use. Examples of effective practice in teaching various subjects cannot simply be transferred like a handout or a recipe – it requires an in-depth reflection on the pedagogical practice that has been realized so far, along with the re-use of an example of a lesson already implemented. The reflection can be performed on an individual level, but a greater effect can be expected in communities – including teachers’ e-communities – for planning and implementing classes, where teachers are dedicated to the discussion of usefulness, contextualization and other aspects of the effective implementation of lessons of various subjects by means of ICT. On a concrete level, in May 2010, the Working Group organized a discussion on the use of ICT among Language, Maths, DOW and ICT distance coordinators (in the Moodle web environment), but the response of the coordinators was poor. The Working Group intends to organize the discussion again the fall of 2010 involving all the teachers of the above subjects in order to strengthen the exchange of good practice examples. 
3.2 e-Learning Competition 2010
One of the possibilities for recognizing and upgrading the quality use of ICT and its promotion in lessons of various subjects, in the nursery period and also at the primary and secondary level, is the annual organization of the eLearning competition. 
For the fourth year in a row, the Distance Learning Working Group has invited pupils and students, teachers and groups to participate in the competition, and has awarded, this time under Slovenian sponsorship, those digital works that have achieved the following criteria to the greatest extent: pedagogic usability, technical implementation, applicability to different groups of learners, interactive and experiential characteristics, creativity and novelty.
This year, the competition hosted 106 participants, which shows a positive trend, while their works are available throughout the European School community on the Learning Gateway at the following link: 

https://portal.lg.eursc.org/Community/Workinggroups/Elearningcompetition/Documents 
4. THE BOARD OF NURSERY AND PRIMARY INSPECTORS

4.1 Draft Early Education Curriculum
After the Early Education Curriculum Working Group in the 2008/09 school year introduced the framework for the Early Education Curriculum, it submitted the first version of the new »Early Education« curriculum for the European Schools to Inspectors and Deputy Directors on the primary level for consideration in the spring of 2010. 
The authors of the curriculum, which will only be published in a web form, in their draft mostly focus on the philosophy of life-long learning and Key Competences for life-long learning, as defined by the European Parliament and the Council of 18 December 2006, whereas in terms of content, they also look up to the four pillars of education as defined by UNESCO. 

The focus of the curricula is the child, who acquires as active a role as possible and develops competences using widely-accepted methods and forms, and also by methods that are currently not exercised or known. The teacher’s task is to organize activities in a learning environment, so the child can create comprehensively connected knowledge, not just partial and broken into pieces. Therefore, a teacher is no longer merely a transmitter of knowledge, but more than anything a moderator of learning activities and an assistant and advisor to the child in the child’s own research and learning. Hence, the teacher’s most important task is to organize learning situations that will enable a child to develop abilities to the optimum extent. A lot of attention has also been given to the cooperation between the teacher and the children’s parents. 
In accordance with the activities schedule, the Working Group will complete its work in June 2011.
4.2 Intermath

In the 2002-2003 school year, the Intermath Commission began a review of the Intermath pupils' workbooks, and began the redesign and expansion of the Teachers' handbook – so in the 2009/10 school year the upgrading process included the Year 5 material.  
In September 2010, the pupils' workbooks for Year 5 will also be available to schools, including in digital form, in 14 languages, while the Teachers' handbook, which offers advice and help with mathematics, will be published in English, French and German. 

The Intermath Commission also constantly provides continuous professional training for teachers of mathematics and exchanges examples of learning materials and good practice, including ICT support for teaching and learning mathematics. 

The predicted end of the upgrade process of the Pupils' Workbooks and Teachers' Handbooks is in 2016. However, continuous professional training of teachers of mathematics and the upgrade of mathematics syllabus will take place until then, while special attention will also be given to enhancing the transition in the mathematics curriculum from primary to secondary, and to the development of methods and forms of harmonised assessment. 
4.3 Team Inspections: Team Inspection of Music, Team Inspection of Discovery of the World, Team Inspection of Art
The Nursery and Primary Level Board of Inspectors has taken note of the findings of the Team Inspection of Music, and learned that the closing report can be expected by October 2010. 
In connection with the team inspection for the subject Discovery of the World, a decision was made to implement the Discussion and Follow-up in the 2010/11 school year, while the final report will be introduced at the Joint Teaching Committee meeting in October 2010. 

The final report of the team inspection for the subject of Art will be introduced at the meeting of the Nursery and Primary Level Board of Inspectors in October 2010 and at the meeting of the Joint Teaching Committee in February 2011. 
4.3.1 The Future of Team Inspections / Joint Inspections in the Nursery, Primary and Secondary Cycles in the European Schools
In the 2009/10 school year, the team inspection for the subject of Art brings an end to the series of team inspections that began in the 2005/05 school year with the team inspection for the subject of Mathematics, and continued in the following years with team inspections for subjects of Physical Education, Music and the Discovery of the World.  

With regard to the fact that team inspections were implemented with the aim of supporting the improvements of the school system with a combination of (self)-assessment and external evaluation, this opens up a question related to further implementation, which has been indirectly emphasized in the discussion of the members of the Nursery and Primary Board of Inspectors, both on the formal and informal level. 
At the meeting of the Nursery and Primary Level Board of Inspectors in the 2008/09 school year, a possible model for further inspection was approved, so in the future we can expect further discussion about the manner of group inspection.  
4.4 Review of the German, French and English L2 Syllabuses  

One of the key duties of inspectors is the preparation or updating of curricula for individual subjects, including the curricula for the L2 lessons in foreign language. 

The Nursery and Primary Level Board of Inspectors agreed with the proposition to update the LII German Syllabus, the French Syllabus and the LII English Syllabus in accordance with the starting point of the Council of Europe, as defined in the document entitled The Common European Framework of Reference for Languages: Learning, Teaching and Assessment (CEFRL) from 2006. 
Likewise, we supported the idea of petitioners to start reviewing all three curricula in the organizational sense at the joint meeting, and the working groups would later prepare such updates separately by maintaining a constant professional dialogue among all the working groups throughout the review. 

The European Language Portfolio, developed by the Council of Europe, will be included as a tool for documentation and the continuous (self)-evaluation of the pupils’ language capability for a second language, if necessary.
The working groups are planned to conclude their work by 2012 at the latest, and then implement the updated curricula by organizing in-service training courses for teachers of individual L2 classes.    
5. THE BOARD OF SECONDARY INSPECTORS

 5.1 The European Baccalaureate

As part of the effort of opening up the system of European Schools, the Baccalaureate reform has an important role. On the basis of the Report on the 2008 European Baccalaureate  (2008-D-2510-en-3), Report of the chairman on the European Baccalaureate examining Board for 2008 (2008-D- 2419-en-2) and The Report on the External evaluation of the European Baccalaureate (1312-D-2008-en), at its meeting in January 2009, the Board of Governors authorized the Secretary-General to prepare the proposal for the reform of the European Baccalaureate, together with the European Baccalaureate Working Group and the Secondary Level Board of Inspectors, and with the support of the Baccalaureate Unit.  
The document Reform of the European Baccalaureate --  Summary of the recommendations (2009-D-85-en-4) sums up the professional initiatives, opinions and viewpoints for the reform of the Baccalaureate with the purpose of opening up the system of European Schools and consequently providing greater availability of the European Baccalaureate, which is being carried out in accredited schools. The purpose of the reform efforts is the organizational and content-related renovation of the Baccalaureate, which will decrease any costs of implementation and simplify the organization of Baccalaureate examinations, also providing for quality, which will meet all the criteria of the university education. 

In accordance with this, the fundamental objectives of the European Baccalaureate Working Group are the formation of propositions for the simplification of the examination organization, decreased expenses without influencing the quality of the examination, adapting the contents and organization of the examination to the requirements of university education in all EU countries, and efforts regarding the increased recognizability and availability of diplomas in European Schools. 

The starting document for the renovation of the European Baccalaureate (2009-D-85-en-4) was dealt with by the Secondary Level Board of Inspectors at the meeting in September 2009. On the basis of the remarks and proposals by the inspectors, the initiatives of the Report of the chairman on the European Baccalaureate examining Board for 2009 (2009-D-609-en-3),  Mats Ekholm  and the findings of 2009 Baccalaureate Report  (2009-D-19-fr-1), the European Baccalaureate Working Group formed the document entitled Initial Conclusions of the Meetings of the European Baccalaureate Working Group (2009-D-689-en-2).  The document was dealt with by the Joint Pedagogic Committee and the Board of Governors in December 2009.  Board of  Governors confirmed the changes, which are to be implemented by the 2010 Baccalaureate. These changes are: 

· The abandonment of the presentation of examination papers to the President of the Examination Committee; 

· Organizing examination centres in schools with full responsibility of directors; 

· The decreased presence of vice-presidents in schools during the examination; 

· Implementing organization quality control with defined criteria for controlling the course of the Baccalaureate examination;
· Organizing adjustments for candidates with special needs. 

At the December meeting, the Board of Governors dealt with and confirmed the document  Special Arrangements for the Baccalaureate for Candidates with special needs (1009-D-559-en-2) and extended the mandate of the European Baccalaureate Working Group. 

At the initiative of the Secondary Level Board of Inspectors, the Board of Governors again dealt with the Memorandum on the 2010 Baccalaureate at the meeting in April 2010, specifically with the part concerning the definition of the role of inspectors in the written and oral part of the Baccalaureate examination on page 11. The Board of Governors has adopted the proposed version of the Memorandum (page 11), in accordance with which the written examinations at every school in 2010 can be attended by one inspector in the role of vice-president of the examination commission and for 2 days maximum, whereas in the oral examination the role of the vice-presidents in the school can be assumed by any secondary level inspectors for a limited time (2 days). The proposal regarding the presence of inspectors at individual schools will be prepared by the Baccalaureate unit.

At the same meeting, the Board of Governors also confirmed the changes regarding some articles of the Arrangements for implementing the Regulations  for the European Baccalaureate (2010-D-261-fr-2). The changes will enter into force at the 2010 Baccalaureate.
The European Baccalaureate Working Group has prepared the amended report for the meeting of the Board of Inspectors of 14 June 2010, and has highlighted the stated solutions and open questions that the group members have not yet formed appropriate directions for (2010-D-235-fr-1). 

In this Report, the European Baccalaureate Working Group highlighted proposals that the group members have reached a common consent for, such as:
· The need to update the curricula of some subjects;
· The final examination grade should consider the teaching curriculum of Years 6 – 7;

· The elements of the Baccalaureate examination must enable the evaluation of the knowledge and competencies required for further education;
· The implementation of a written assignment in the form of a transdisciplinary project, which will take place in small groups in year 6, and the mark will be considered in the preliminary Baccalaureate assessment;

· Cancelling the examinations in Year 6, which take place in December, for the purpose of gaining time for possible transversal work;
· Applying the marks of the final examinations in Year 6 in the preliminary Baccalaureate assessment;

· The share of internal (conducted by the students’ teachers) and external assessment (performed by teachers who are not the students’ teachers or external experts) must be approximately the same;

· The anonymity of examination papers;
· The double assessment of written examinations, etc. 
On the proposal of the Working Group, the Secondary Level Board of Inspectors took a different view of the document entitled Structure of the question papers for the European Baccalaureate examination (2010-D-405-fr-1) at its June session.
As the Working Group failed to reach a consensus on the number of written and oral Baccalaureate examinations, the Secretary-General will propose one of two options (5 written examinations + 4 oral examinations or 6 written examinations + 3 oral examinations), while taking into consideration all the financial and organizational views, as well as the answers to this subject acquired during the written procedure. 

Among the more important documents related to Baccalaureate, the Secondary Level Board of Inspectors also dealt with the following issues:   

-   Procedure to be followed for the appointment of external examiners for the European Baccalaureate examinations (2010-D-305-fr-1);
-   Remuneration of the experts who set the European Baccalaureate examination question papers (2010-D-211-fr2);
-  Report on assessment of  the oral examinations  (2009-D-499-de-1) … 
With regard to the results of the Working Group for Evaluating the Baccalaureate oral examinations, the findings and guidelines derived therefrom have influenced the unification of criteria in oral examinations and, consequently, the assurance of the improved quality of the oral part of the Baccalaureate examinations, the Board of Inspectors Secondary  proposed that the group’s work continues. 

The attempt to dematerialize the examination papers at the 2010 Baccalaureate did not continue and for this year’s Baccalaureate, like the year before, the assessment of written examinations took place in lessons with a smaller number of examination papers in the country of origin of the external assessor or inspector. This time, photocopies of examination papers were sent to assessors and inspectors by the schools themselves, rather than by the Baccalaureate Unit. 
The Chairperson of the Examination Commission on the 2010 European Baccalaureate during the Slovenian presidency was Prof. Dr. Martina Križaj Ortar, university professor of the Slovenian language and language didactics at the Faculty of Education of the University of Ljubljana. In her observations, she has supported the findings of the former presidents, in particular of the Swedish president, Dr. M. Ekholm. 

In her report, Dr. Križaj offered her viewpoints on the different segments of the European Baccalaureate: the structure, applying for the examination, the material for written and oral examinations, the organization of examinations throughout schools, assessment, deliberation, awarding certificates, student complaints, the examination situation for SWALS pupils and parent cooperation. Just like her predecessors, she has also warned of the need to ensure a greater level of externalisation in the Baccalaureate and the objectivity and comparatibility of examination papers, for example, by eliminating optional assingments of the non-essay type, by checking the linguistic suitability of translations and the conformity of diferent language versions of the same examination paper in terms of content. She has also made remarks regarding the structure of the Baccalaureate (proposing 6 written examinations, i.e. 3 mandatory and 3 optional examinations), also proposing that non-language examinations should be exclusively written and language examinations both written and oral (with the exception of the optional language). She is also attempting to extend the duration of the examination for students without the language section, who will no longer be able to get examination papers in their mother tongue. 

Dr. Križaj has also expressed the need for the immediate provision of the anonymity of examination papers and has expressed her satisfaction over the written examination material that she has reviewed in electronic form without the presence of inspectors, but she has nevertheless assessed that the majority of subject-related material contains problem questions, which allow for the complex examination of knowledge. 

The constructive remarks of Dr. Križaj will no doubt contribute to the solutions of some open questions related to the European Baccalaureate. 

On behalf of the Slovenian delegation, we would like to thank Dr. Križaj for her valuable contribution to the Slovenian presidency over the working bodies of the European Schools. 

5.2 Consideration of the Administrative appeal of a  pedagogical nature 
At the session of 14 June 2010, the Board of Inspectors Secondary dealt with the administrative appeal about the pedagogical nature of a teacher on the secondary level in European Schools, and rejected it as unsubstantiated. 

5.3. Team Inspection  
In September 2005 Board of Inspectors Secondary organized team inspections at the secondary level of education in the European Schools for the first time. The participating inspectors used their acquired experience, taking into consideration the development achieved, and exchanged experiences in this area with the Board of Primary  Inspectors. The result of this cooperation is the document The Joint Frame for Inspections on the Nursery, Primary and Secondary Levels (2006-D-281-en-8).
In the 2009/2010 school year, the group for team inspection on the secondary level completed the first round of inspections by visiting every European School once, so it executed a total of 12 joint inspections. From 2005 onwards, the number of subjects under review increased, within the last three years including humanistic sciences in S1, S2 and S3, history, geography and economy in S4, S5, S6, S7 and study help (SH), students with special learning needs (SLN), students without the language section (SWALS) and ICT in all years.  
All supervisory groups have prepared the report, which contains conclusions and recommendations. At the end of 2010, a general report with conclusions and recommendations will be prepared on the system level. 
On the session of 5 October 2009, the Board of Inspectors Secondary dealt with The Final Report on the team inspection at  the European School, Alicante (2009-D-529-en1), The Final Report on the team inspection at  the European School, Munich (2009-D-539-en-1) and the Preliminary Report on the team inspection at the European School, Brussels I (2009-D-509-en1). 

The Final Report of the team inspection at  the European School, Brussels I (2009-D-509-en-2) was presented to the inspectors at the Board of Inspectors Secondary on 3 February 2010. At the same meeting, they were also informed of The Final Report on the team inspection at the European School, Brussels III (2010-D-241-en-1). 

Discussion of The Report of the team inspection at the European School, Varese (2010 –D-46-en-1) and The Report on the team inspection at the European School, Frankfurt (2010-D-56-en-1) were placed on the agenda for the meeting of the Board of Inspectors Secondary on 14 June 2010. 

The Board of Inspectors Secondary thanked the Working Group for their thorough and professional work, and emphasized the meaning of such inspections, which are used to encourage the quality of work in European Schools, so we should not give up this form of work evaluation in spite of the financial limitations. 
The starting points for the follow-up of team inspections have been introduced in the document The Future of team Inspection on the Nursery, Primary and Secondary Levels of Education in European Schools (2009-D-599-en-1). The Working Group will prepare the vision of the future of joint inspections, to be debated in working committees in October 2010. 
5.4 Revision of  Syllabuses (Curricula)
One of the most important tasks of the Secondary Level Board of Inspectors is the review of the curricula with the emphasis on Years 6–7 of the secondary level, and their reform with regard to including competencies, cross-curricular subjects, cross-curricular planning, etc. Along with the reform of the curricula, the inspectors without exception also plan to implement, evaluate and prepare the new learning and didactic material, if necessary.  
The process of updating the curricula is fully underway. Confirmed curricula, which will enter into force in September 2010, are stated in item 2.1 Syllabi hereunder. 
Extensive and thorough renovation of the syllabus for all grades of the secondary level has been taking place for a longer period of time in the mathematics class. In April 2010, the Board of Governors, as well as the confirmation of syllabi for mathematics in Years 4 – 6 of the secondary level, on the fundamental and on the in-depth level, also adopted the proposed conditions for acquiring a calculator with new software, which is required for realizing innovations in teaching this subject. 
Working Groups are to complete the update of the syllabi by the end of 2012, as the reform of the European Baccalaureate will fully be implemented in 2013, therefore the syllabi with modern didactical approaches will meet the requirements of the reformed European Baccalaureate.

6. CONCLUSIONS
After the Board of Governors previously adopted documents related to the reform of the European Schools, among which we should particularly point out the document with the reference number 2009-D-353-en-4 entitled The Reform of the European School System, the 2009/10 school year is understood as the beginning of the active execution of the reform of the European Schools system. The indirect execution of decisions relating to organizational questions was initiated on 1 September 2009. Here we should explain that a mutual understanding was reached to review the legal foundations and put them into force by 1 September 2010 at the latest. 
After an intensive debate took place during the Finnish and Swedish presidency, and earlier during the Dutch and Portuguese presidency in other working groups and working bodies of the European Schools, in the Board of Governors, in the Office of the Secretary-General, in inspector committees and in the Budget Committee, and after key documents were prepared and approved, the period of the Slovenian presidency was marked by the execution of the reform of the European Schools by altering the structural, administrative and pedagogical organization of the schools.
The Reform brings changes at all levels of the organization of the European Schools and its implementation in the current year represented the main and major tasks of everyone included, and we are positive that the same will hold true in subsequent years. 
The role of the inspectors on the principle level changes from independent personal initiatives towards the formation of a group policy and joint activities. The review process covering curricula in the light of The Recommendations of the European Parliament and of the Council from 2006 has already started, and we can expect intensive activities on the part of working groups in this area in the following years. 
Among the activities of inspectors we should also specify the area of inclusion of SEN pupils. European Schools continuously take care of SEN pupils, which they are also dedicated to in the future. In the current year, special attention was also given to the SWALS students. The draft document defining the general policy of the SWALS inclusion has also been prepared.

We should also focus on the so-called didactic placement of information communication technologies (IKT) into lessons on various subjects at the nursery and primary levels, which is reflected in the form of the recommendations for the use of ICT. The first version of the new “Early Education” curriculum for the European School has also been submitted for consideration, which, up to a certain phase, completes the reform of the curriculum for kindergartens. 
We must also point out that in the current year the last team inspection on the primary level came to an end, but in the future it would make sense to continue with the discussion on the new model of group inspections.
The activities outlined within the European Baccalaureate reform also took place continually.
Within the Boards of Inspectors and on the basis of agreements on joint policy, it would make sense to continue with a clear definition of priorities and, consequently, with a careful distribution of roles. Of course, we must observe the financial limitations without interfering too much with the basic assignments and activities of the inspectors. 
As we are leaving our second year of the direct implementation of the reform of the system of the European Schools behind us, we hope that our Slovak colleagues will be successful and effective as active chairpersons. And to all the members of the board, we wish successful work and good cooperation.
At the end, we would like to thank all the members of the family of the European Schools for their excellent professional cooperation and also for their personal kindness. 
OPINION OF THE JOINT TEACHING COMMITTEE
During its meeting of 6th, 7th and 8th October, the Joint Teaching Committee took note of the Joint Report of the Slovenian Presidency of the Boards of Inspectors and Teaching Committees (Nursery/Primary and Secondary) – 2009-2010 school year and carries it in the knowledge of the Board of Governors.
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